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EC hopes for Aziz talks in Algeria 

ROME (R) — Italian Foreign Minister Gianni Mkbefis, testifying before a 
parliamentary committee Friday, expressed confidence that Iraq would 
agree to meet Eurpean Community (EC) “troika” consisting of the 
Luxembourg. Italian and Dutch foreign ministers in Algiers between 
Saturday and Monday. Luxembourg holds the current presidency of the EC 
which Italy surrendered on Dec. 31. The Netherlands take over in July. De 
Mkhelts said -he had ordered bis diplomats to make contact with the 
Algerians, the Yugoslavs and the Palestine Liberation Organisation Friday 
to find out what moves they thought might succeed in avoiding a conflict. 
Algeria has for weeks been trying to broker a deal over Kuwait. Yugoslavia 
is the current president of the Non-Aligned Movement and the PLO is also 
a key player as Iraq has linked the fate of Kuwait to a settlement of the 
Palestinian problem. De Michel is said he was convinced that an EC 
initiative on the Gulf would still be needed even after U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar's peace mission to Baghdad this weekend. 
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RJ charges addhimal ‘insurance tax* 

AMMAN (J.T.) — /Royal Jordanian (R)\ the national carrier, said 
Friday it had begun/cHarging passengers an'" insurance tax" of S3Q for 
destinations in the Gd|f and S50 fordRierdesnnations to help it cope with 
the dramatic rise in' insurance cosuHor ii rcra flj in the region. Husam Abu 
Ghazala. chief exewHve officerjjfif RJ. told-^ordan Television that the 
airline had also moW&the buaf of;iis aircraft fleet to another station 
outside the region. Hft^gUhe addltionaUinsurance was to cope with the 
rising insurance costs. TTre jefe is lessjh gn'ihe actual rise in insurance costs 
which have increased by ovS-^tHrmes. He said no airport in the region 
was closed for fear of war. RJ has rescheduled several of its flights and 
restructured flight routes as part of a contingency plan, hut that the airline 
was still operating and serving the needs of Jordanians and other 
passengers in a satisfactory manner. 
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.. Iraqi said to have 
'■■ ■ ‘unofficial’ copy of 
spurned letter 

« . UNITED NATIONS (R) — 

• ~ .■ Although Iraq's foreign minister 
refused to accept a letter to his 
. president from U.S. President 

• George Bush during talks in 
t- Geneva with U.S. Secretary of 

State James Baker, be put an 
unofficial copy in his pocket, a 
British diplomat said Thursday. 

• “Tin rather reliably informed that 
Mr.Tareq Aziz put a copy of that 
: letter into his pocket,” British 
U.N. Representative Sir David 
Hannay said during an informal 
-/conversation with reporters. 

- Asked where Aziz obtained his 
copy of the lener, which he offi- 
dally declined to accept as being 
impolite, Hannay said: “There 
were no doubt lots of copies going 
around. You chaps know, you get 
-copies of every ’letter....” he 
. *oked. 

King Hassan pardons 
over 2,000 prisoners 

:• RABAT (R) — King Hassan of 
Morocco has pardoned 2,119 pris- 
oners to mark the 47th 
anniversary of the nationalist In- 

- dependence Manifesto, the Justice 

• Ministry said. Most of those par- 
doned will be released immediate- 
ly apart from eight prisoners jailed 
for life who had their sentences 
commuted. The Independence 

- Manifesto was issued by the Isti- 
qlal Party, now in the opposition, 
during die French protectorate 
which ended in 1956. . 

Britain cuts aid 
to Sudan 

LONDON (R) — Britain said 
Friday it was stopping all develop- 
ment -aid to Sudan and urging its 
citizens ro leave the counny after'- 
Sudanese authorities freed fiv§. 
•' Palestinians convicted of killing 
British citizens. A Foreign Office 
f spokesman said 10 staff members 
of the British Council cultural 
agency working in Khartoum were 
' being withdrawn and tighter res- 
•' tricrions were being imposed on 
granting visas to Sudanese washing 
to visit Britain. The spokesman 

• said British development aid to 
\ Sudan in 1989 was £31 million 

' ($59 million). He said humanita- 
rian aid to the country, which is 
racked by oviJ war and wide- 
spread hunger, would be con- 
tinued. 


? U.S. plans last flight 9 
out of Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AP) — On a dark 
gray folder, in red ink capital 
v - letters, was written "last flight. ” 
.. Bob Kandra, a U.S. diplomat in 

- the embassy in Baghdad. Friday 
. - wrote in the folder names of 

r. Americans and other foreigners 
wanting to leave Baghdad in a 
... U.S. go ve merit-chartered Iraqi 
Airways Boeing 727 jet. The 120- 

- seat aircraft, with the remaining 
six American diplomats, an unspe- 

. rifled number of diplomats from 
' / ■other countries and some Amer- 
■ ican journalists, will fly out of 
.. Baghdad Saturday for Frankfurt 
at 11 a.m. Baghdad time. There, 
" . were an estimated 200 Americans. 

- • including 40 journalists, left in 
Iraq Friday. “When you got to go. 
_'/you got to go.” said Joseph Wil- 
son. the U.S. charge d’affaires as 
' /'he walked out of the embassy and 
’ entered a car to drive home. “This 

- „ is the last flight.” 

r French firm sold 
...satellite photos 
; of Kuwait to Iraq 

- " PARIS (AP) — A French firm 
’ old Iraq high -definition satellite 

• •• • - : . ^holographs of Kuwait and Saudi 
t Arabia three months before Bagh- 

/iad's troops invaded Kuwait, the 
... - company said Friday. The photos. 

: , ':om missioned by Iraq in 1988. 

- .-ould have been used to chart 
' raqi invasion routes into the 

■ i- xnintry. admitted the firm, Sp»or- 
.. .- " / mage. The company delivered its 
... 5 ast batch of photos to Baghdad on 
' ’ --' .day 2. thiee months before Iraq 

” -. : overran Kuwait. Spot-Image Pres- 
. -' -\dent Gerard Brachet told the 

' / Associated Press. “A lot of the 
_. • - -/.mages they ordered are of their 

• ~i-_ - - : Vwn country, but they also include 
; ..1 - ‘ ..he neighbouring countries,” 

1 .-: rJrachet said. "The cameras know 
0 borders." Spot-Image is the 
'•rivate sales company for the 
'ranch government’s satellite 
Togramme. It sells digital photos 
"jl over the world for use in 
lapmaking or geological surveys. ( 


Perez de Cuellar on Gulf peace mission 

EC throws its weight behind 
world body’s peace efforts 


King, U.N. chief discuss prospects for Gulf 
peace, solutions to all regional problems 


• J 
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By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
flew in late Friday and held 
crucial talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein in an effort to 
avert war in the Gulf over Iraq’s 
occupation of Kuwait but he 
denied carrying any specific 
peace plan to resolve the five- 
month-old crisis. 

The King and £he U.N. chief 
"exchanged views on the Gulf 
crisis and stressed the need to 
continue efforts for a political 
solution to the crisis," the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, said in 
a brief dispatch. 

“The secretary-general out- 
lined to the King the outcome of 
his talks with French President 
Francois Mitterrand (in Paris 
earlier Friday)," the agency 
said. The U.N. secretary general 
also briefed the King on the 
“results of bis meeting with the 
foreign ministers of the Euro- 
pean Community (in Geneva)," 
it said. 


The King "emphasised the rote of 
the Li.N. in efforts to achieve a 
peaceful solution to die Gulf crisis 
and bD problems of the area and 
underlined the importance of the 
visit that the U.N. secretary-general 
win make to Baghdad tomorrow 
(Saturday),” the agency added. 

Perez de Cuellar, who arrived in 
Amman alter securing strong EC 
support for his mission ahead of the 
Jan. IS deadline set by the U.N. for 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait, said 
he had no plan to offer Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

Reports from Geneva indicated 
that the ideas that the U.N. chief was 
carrying with him to Baghdad in- 
cluded a tacit, albeit indirect, accept- 
ance of Iraq's demand that the 
Palestinian problem be linked to the 
Gulf crisis. It was reported that one 
of the points in the proposal was a 
provocation that an international 
peace conference win be held on the 
Middle East after Iraq's withdrawal 
from Kuwait. 

In Amman, Perez de Cuellar 
would neither confirm nor deny the 
reports. “Why don't you ask the 
Portuguese foreign minister?” the 
Uruguayan diplomat countered re- 
porters' questions at the airport. 

Portuguese Foreign Minister Joao 



His Majesty King Hussein Friday meets with U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cneflar (Photo by Yousef AI ‘Allan) 


de Deus Pinheiro, who was among 
the EC ministers who met the 
secretary-general in Geneva, said 
the U.N. chief was proposing five 
points to Baghdad in return for an 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait. 

According to the minister, the 
points included a guarantee that Iraq 
would not be attacked, a peacekeep- 


ing force in Kuwait after Iraq relin- 
quishes the emirate, an international 
conference on the Middle East after 
Iraqi withdrawal and a guarantee 
that the international forces in the 
Gulf would be withdrawn from the 
region. 

(Continued on page 5) 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
European Community (EC) — 
Friday fully backed U.N. chief 
Javier Perez de Cuellar's last-ditch 
Gulf peace drive to solve what it 
called the most serious crisis since 
World War II. 

"He is the world’s last messen- 
ger of peace,” Luxembourg Fore- 
ign Minister Jacques Poos said 
after the 12 EC foreign ministers 
met the secretary-general for 75 
minutes in Geneva. 

Perez de Cuellar has the moral 
backing of virtually the entire 
world on his solo mission but 
prospects of a diplomatic break- 
through dimmed when President 
Saddam Hussein said Iraq would 
defeat U.S.-led Gulf forces in a 
holy war. 

The two are due to meet in the 
Iraqi capital Saturday, three days 
before a U.N. deadline for Iraq to 
quit Kuwait or face being driven 
out by over 600,000 troops massed 
in the Gulf. 

The EC would be ready to step 
in with its own efforts if he failed. 
Poos added shortly before Perez 


U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL Javier Perez de Cuellar took a 
five-point peace plan to Baghdad Friday . Portuguese Foreign 
Minister Joao de Deus Pinheiro said in Geneva. He said Perez de 
Cuellar would propose the following: 

— A guarantee Iraq would not be attacked; 

— A U.N. observer force to monitor an Iraqi withdrawal; 

— A peacekeeping force after the withdrawal; 

— An international conference on the Middle East after withdraw- 
al; 

— And a guarantee that the international forces against Iraq would 
withdraw from the region. 

Pinheiro said after European Community foreign ministers met 
Perez de Cuellar in Geneva that the secretary-general proposed the 
five points to offer Iraq in return for withdrawing. 


de Cuellar left for Baghdad via 
Amman. 

But the West European bloc 
would act only if asked. 

Poos said, "Nothing is ex- 
cluded” when questioned if this 
could include a meeting of the 12 
with Saddam. 

There would have to be prior 
consultations within the commun- 
ity. 

Perez de Cuellar told reporters 
after the meeting that he had a 


useful exchange with the 12 but 
had no specific proposals ro take 
to S3ddam. 

“I received total encourage- 
ment from them," he said. 

British Foreign Office Minister 
Douglas Hogg said the U.N. chief 
"will be taking a very clear mes- 
sage to Saddam Hussein... that 
he. Saddam Hussein, must with- 
draw from Kuwait completely and 

(Continued on page 5) 


Saddam rules out pullout 
without Palestine solution 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Ira- 
qi leader Saddam Hussein Fri- 
day ruled out a withdrawal from 
„ Kuwait without settlement of the 

Palestinian problem, dampening 
hopes that the U.N. secretary 
general would succeed in his 
last-ditch effort to defuse the 
crisis. 

Saddam spoke to Muslim 
scholars attending a conference 
in Baghdad to display support 
for Iraq in the Gulf standoff. 

His defiant speech, a record- 
ing of which was made available 
to the AP by conference sources, 
came one day before the U.N. 
chief, Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
was due to land in Baghdad in a 
final bid to convince the Iraqis to 
leave Kuwait. 

Information Minister Latif 
Jassem, meanwhile, denied re- 
ports that Saddam would 
announce a new initiative to end 
the crisis after the Jan. 15 United 
Nations deadline for a withdraw- 
al from Kuwait. 

“We categorically deny 
such reports. It is absolutely 
.nntrue," Jassam told the Iraqi 


News Agency (INA). 

"There is no initiative except 
that which His Excellency 
announced on Aug. 12,” Jassem 
said referring to Saddam’s offer 
to negotiate a settlement io the 
Kuwait crisis m exchange for an 
end to Israel’s occupation of 
Arab territories. The United 
States has adamantly rejected 
such linkage. 

“Iraq’s policy is clear on this 
matter. Its initiative is only that 
of Aug. 12 which uncovered... 
the double standards the United 
States and its allies are applying 
toward the problems of the re- 
gion," Jassem said. 

Earlier, the director general of 
the information ministry, Naji 
AI Hadithi, dismissed as “wish- 
ful thinking” the report that 
Saddam would express accept- 
ance “in principle” for pulling 
out of KuwaiL 

"Kuwait is pan of Iraq, and 
any talks should be based on this 
fact,” Hadithi said in an inter- 
view with the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation. 

In his speech, Saddam said 


that he has mobilised 60 divi- 
sions, or 600,000-700,000 men, 
for a potential war after the 
United Nations Jan. 15 deadline 
for a withdrawal. 

He also said he was certain of 
victoiy in the event of war be- 
cause his armed forces had 
“combat experience, unlike the 
Americans using military manu- 
als.” 

“If the Americans want this 
problem resolved, they must put 
Palestine first... in fact, with or 
without settlement of the Gulf 
crisis. Palestine and Jerusalem 
must be liberated,” Saddam 
said. 

Saddam said: “All the dens of 
evil were not able to amass more 
than 14 divisions or so... the 
group of the faithful have man- 
aged to amass more than 60 
divisions.” 

It was not clear what he meant 
by 14 divisions. The coalition 
against Iraq so far has drawn an 
estimated 600,000 troops, more 
than half of them Americans. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Saudis to 
pay more 
to U.S, 

ABU DHABI (Agencies) i— 
Saudi Arabia will pay 40 to 50 per 
cent of the cost of the U.S. milit- 
ary deployment in the Gulf and 
any war against Iraq, the Saudi 
ambassador to the United States 
said Friday. 

The envoy, Prince Bandar Ben 
Sultan, gave the figure to repor- 
ters m Riyadh after talks between 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker and Saudi leaders. Baker 
then flew to Abut Dhabi. 

"1 think our share of this opera- 
tion will be 40 to 50 per cent,” 
Prince Bandar said. He added that 
he could not give a specific figure 
because nobody knew whether the 
crisis would erupt in war. 

Washington has said the cost of 
its Gulf military operation since 
Iraq invaded Kuwait last Aug. 2 
has totalled about S30 billion, with 
expenses now Tunning at around 
56 billion a month. 

Baker met Saudi (king Fahd 
early Friday to discuss war con- 
tingency plans. 

A Saudi official said: “On 
burden-sharing we and our Amer- 
ican friends will never disagree.” 
Both Bandar and Baker de- 
clined to specify how much money 
was involved or whether the 
Saudis were increasing their prop- 
ortional share of the costs of Op- 
eration Desert Shield. 

But in an ambiguous reply, 
Baker said he was satisfied with 
the results from the pitch he made 

(Continued cm page 5) 


Bush says he and 
Gorbachev ‘remain 
in sync’ over Gulf 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. President George Bush said 
he discussed the Gulf crisis with 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev Friday and that the super- 
powers “remain in sync' in their 
stand against Iraq. 

“They are absolutely convinced 
that (Iraqi President) Saddam 
Hussein should get out of Kuwait 
in total compliance with the U.N. 
resolutions. I'm sure that is their 
view," he told reporters during a 
brief question-and-answer session 
in the Oval Office. 

“We remain m sync on this,” 
the president said, adding that 
Gorbachev's telephone call was 
symbolic of the continued coop- 
eration between Moscow and 
Washington. 

With the approach of the U.N.'s 
Jan. 15 deadline, after which the 
use of force is authorised against 
Iraq, the Soviet Union has issued 
several appeals for new efforts to 
find a peaceful solution to the 
crisis. 

Asked if Gorbachev had prop- 
osed any new initiatives. Bush 
said: “All of us are trying to think 
if there’s something we can do... 
certainly that's true of Mr. Gor- 
bachev." 

The Soviet leader phoned Bosh 
ami d fears of a military crackdown 
in independence-minded 
Lithuania with the world's atten- 
tion focused on the Gulf. 

Bush said there was “not great 
discussion” of the Baltic situation 


but he repeated the thrust of a 
statement issued by the White 
House earlier this week which said 
use of force would be provocative 
and counterproductive. 

He expressed understanding 
and sympathy for Gorbachev’s in-, 
ternal problems but said he was 
“very hopeful that they can find a 
way to resolve these extraordinary 
comple problems without resort- 
ing to force.” 

Soviet Ambassador Alexander 
Bessmertnykh went to the White 
House after Gorbachev's call to 
Bush and met the president in the 
Oval Office. 

Bush said bis meeting with 
Bessmertnykh was a follow-up to 
his conversation with Gorbachev. 

Asked if he and Gorbachev had 
a tacit understanding that Moscow 
would be notified before any U.S. 
use of force in the Gulf, the 
president replied: “There's no 
tacit understanding but I can 
guarantee you I'm going to keep 
in touch with all the key players 
here." 

“The Soviet Union is very im- 
portant in all of this... and 1 think 
it is most important that they be 
dosely clued in to whatever is to 
come." 

Moscow firmly opposes war in 
the Gulf and believes not all di- 
plomatic means have been ex- 
hausted, Soviet envoy Igor 
Rogachev said in fieijrn Friday. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Ortega 
heads for 
Iraq with 
peace hope 

By Serene Haiasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Fortner Nicara- 
guan President Daniel Ortega 
beaded for Baghdad Friday car- 
rying a Third World proposal 
supported by some European 
leaders for a negotiated settle- 
ment to the five-month-old Gulf 
crisis. 

“Our talks with the Iraqi pres- 
ident are going to be very impor- 
tant," Ortega said shortly before 
his departure after a three-day 
stay in Jordan during which he 
held two rounds of talks with His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

Ortega, leader of the revolu- 
tionary Sandinista movement, 
declined to be specific on the 
peace initiative — “the spirit of 
the Third World” — but said 
details of the plan would be 
revealed in Paris on Monday if 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
accepted the idea. 

Ortega said, however, that the 
proposal had the support of 
several world leaders, including 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand, former German Chan- 
cellor Willy Brandt and former 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi - 

The former Nicaraguan presi- 
dent, who now leads the opposi- 
tion in his country after losing 
elections in February 1990, ex- 
pressed optimism that the Un- 
ited States, leader of the anti- 
Iraq coalition, would come 
around and adopt' a positive 
approach to his initiative. 

*T would say that I find posi- 
tive the American stand in that 
the U.S. has not put any obsta- 
cles or tried to block the initia- 
tive,” he said revealing that he 
had no problem whatsoever in 
obtaining a visa to travel to New 
York for talks with U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 

“They could have stalled over 
the issuance of the visa to me 
and my delegation,” he told the 
Jordan Times. The delegation 
accompanying Ortega includes 
his dose aide Father Miguel 
Decosta, who was foreign minis- 
ter in the Ortega government. 

Ortega said that he believed 
that his proposal would succeed 
because “I think there are suffi- 
cient elements that lead me to 
believe that it can lead to suc- 
cess.” 

Asked whether he was opti- 
mistic about the situation in the 
region, Ortega said “yes,” but 

added that drawing on the 
events following the meeting be- 
tween U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker and Iraqi Foreign 

(Continued on page 5) 


Badran: Iraqi army will not enter 
Jordan unless Kingdom requests it 


By Lands K- Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran said this week 
that the Iraqi army will not cross 
the Jordanian border unless the 
Jordanian government re- 
quested from Baghdad military 
support in case of an Israeli 
attack. 

“Iraq will not cross the Jorda- 
nian border unless there was an 
official Jordanian request and 
only for the purpose of defend- 
ing Jordan,” Mr. Badran said. 

He said that the Iraqi leaders 
did not object to such terms and 
were in full agreement with the 
Jordanian view on the issue. “It 
was discussed and agreed upon 
(with Iraq)”, he said. 

In a joint interview with the 


Jordan Times and the Christian 
Science Monitor, the premier 
held the U.S. responsible “for 
leading the world towards war or 
towards peace”. 

Mr. Badran warned, however; 
that any Israeli incursion into 
Jordanian territory — whether 
to attack Iraq or Jordan itself — 
will be viewed "as an act of 
aggression." 

“We shall not allow any incur- 
sions' into Jordan, he pledged, 
reiterating that Jordan would 
then seek help from Syria, Iraq 
and Egypt. 

Concern in Jordan about a 
possible Israeli incursion have 
been intensified by the faltering 
diplomatic efforts to solve the 
Gulf crisis. Jordanian officials 
and analysts fear that in case of 
hostilities erupting in the Gulf, 


Israel would either launch an 
attack and occupy a strip of 
Jordanian territories to pave the 
way for a forced mass exodus of 
Palestinians or would launch an 
allout invasion against Jordan. 

“We do not exclude any possi- 
bilities," Mr. Badran said. 

Iraq has threatened to retali- 
ate against Israel if it was attack- 
ed by the U.S. and American 
allied forces deployed in Saudi 
Arabia. Mr. Badran said that as 
far as Jordan was concerned any 
Israeli infiltration regardless of 
the circumstances would be 
Mewed as an act of aggression 
that warrants Jordanian and 
Arab response. 

Mr. Badran disclosed, howev- 
er, that Jordan has received 

(Continued on page 5) 


Border with Iraq remains closed; 
a few thousand reported stranded 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's border with 
Iraq remained closed Friday ex- 
cept for Jordanian, Syria and 
Lebanese nationals and travellers 
reported that a few thousand 
Arabs and. Asians were stranded 
in the no-man's-land between the 
frontier posts of the two countries. 

Witnesses also reported a visi- 
ble increase in the number of 
trucks carrying personal belong- 
ings of evacuees arriving at the AI 
Ruweished post, about 350 
kilometres northeast of Amman. 

Jordan closed the AI Ruweished 
post for evacuees Wednesday 
saying the Kingdom was ill- 
equipped to handle any massive 
wave of people fleeing Iraq and 


Kuwait in the event of a military 
conflict in the region. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
told Parliament the government 
had asked the Iraqi authorities not 
to allow any evacuees across the 
border to AI Ruweished. 

Officials said Jordanian, Syrian 
and Lebanese nationals were ex- 
empt from the border closure. 
They noted that Syrian and 
Lebanese nationals posed no 
problem or demand except for the 
use of Jordanian territory for im- 
mediate transit. 

Travellers said Syrians and 
Lebanese were driven straight 
from AI Ruweished to Ramtha on 
the northwestern border with 
Syria. 

Asian diplomats said meanwhile 
they were trying to get clarifica- 


tions from the Jordanian govern- 
ment on the closure order. 

Heads of several Asian di- 
plomatic missions and representa- 
tives of international relief agen- 
cies are scheduled to meet with 
the Evacuee Welfare Committee 
Saturday. 

The border closure followed re- 
peated Jordanian appeals for 
reimbursement for the funds it 
spent to extend facilities to ensure 
the smooth evacuation of over 
865,000 people fleeing Iraq and 
Kuwait until December. 

The government has said that it 
has incurred total expenses of S56 
million and received only S12 mil- 
lion as reimbursement and that its 
efforts to be fully reimbursed have 

(Continued on page 5) 


Saudis deny use of airspace for 
RJ charter flights for evacuees 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Saudi Arabia has 
flatly refused to allow chartered 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) aircraft 
carrying Asian evacuees home to 
use its airspace, RJ sources and 
relief officials said Friday. 

As a result of the Saudi posi- 
tion, the Internationa] Organisa- 
tion for Migration (IOM), the 
agency which is handling the 
flights home of evacuees from 

Iraq and Kuwait through Jor- 
dan. has been forced to sign a 
charter agreement with the 
Soviet carrier, Aeroflot, officials 
said. 

The Saudi move, the latest in 
a series of measures Riyadh has 
adopted against Jordan for its 


refusal to join the American-led 
coalition against Iraq, was first 
reported by Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran in Parliament 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Badran told the Lower 
House that one IOM-chartered. 
RJ plane carrying Vietnamese 
nationals from Amman to Hanoi 
had to turn back Wednesday 
after the Saudi authorities re- 
fused permission for it to use 
Saudi airspace. 

However, two IOM-chartered 

planes belonging to Egyptair 
were allowed to fly through 
Saudi territory later Wednesday 
and Thursday, IOM officials 
said. 

Mohammad Yahya Maroofi, 
who on Friday took over as chief 
of the IOM mission in Amman 


from Luca Aiolfi, the IOM- 
Aeroflot agreement was signed 
after RJ formally informed the 
organisation that it was no lon- 
ger able to offer its aircraft for 
charter flights through Saudi 
territoiy. 

RJ officials informed us that 
they could not offer their planes, 
and hence we signed an agree- 
ment with Aeroflot,” Maroofi, 
an Afghan diplomat, told the 
Jordan Times Friday. 

An RJ source said the airline 
had sought to find alternate 
flight paths skirting Saudi airs- 
pace but found that it would be 
too expensive in terms of fuel 
and other costs. 

The IOM-Aerofloi agreement 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Junblatt 

leaves 

cabinet 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — D raize 
leader WaLtd Junblatt Friday res- 
igned his post as minister without 
portfolio in a half-Christian, half- 
Muslim government formed two 
weeks ago to steer the country out 
of civil war. 

Voice of the Mountain, mouth- 
piece of Junblatt's Progressive 
Socialist Party fPSP), reported the 
resignation saying the move was 
motivated by “personal reasons." 
It did not elaborate. 

It said Junblatt, 45, disclosed his 
resignation while inaugurating a 
public library in the town of Baa- 
qlin. in the Shouf mountains 
power base of the Druze commun- 
ity. There was no immediate reac- 
tion from Prime Minister Omar 
Karami. 

Junblatt's resignation was 
another blow to the national re- 
conciliation government, formed 
Dec. 21 and boycotted immediate- 
ly by three right-wing Christian 
members — Samir Geagea. com- 
mander of the Lebanese Forces 
militia, George Saadeh, leader of 
the FaJance Party and Michel Sas- 
sine, an official of the National 
Liberal Party. 

Kara mi had hoped that bringing 
party and militia leaders into one 
cabinet would speed up efforts to 
restore government authority and 
eventually disband all irregular 
militias that have controlled the 
country since the outbreak of the 
civil war almost 16 years ago. 

Geagea was appointed minister 
without portfolio. Saadeh minister 
of post and telecommunications 
and Sassine minister of labour, but 
they have refused to take up their 
posts. 

Junblatt and the Christian 
minister did not attend a parlia- 
ment session Wednesday during 
which the government won a vote 
of confidence. 

The Christians have charged 
that Karami's government was 
overwhelmigly tilted towards 



Planes fail to 
land in Somalia 


NAIROBI (R) — Fighting in the 
embattled Somali capital Moga- 
dishu prevented planes from res- 
cuing foreigners on Fridayafter a 
Korean diplomat was killed and 
several Italians wounded in an 
attack on the Italian embassy com- 
pound. 

An International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) spokes- 
woman said two Italian military 
transport planes had flown to 
Mogadishu but returned to neigh- 
bouring Kenya because they were 
unable to land. 

"We do not know yet whether 
the fighting was around the airport 
or in the city, which would mean 
people could not assemble at the 
airport,” the spokeswoman told 
Reuters. 

Mogadishu has been tom for 
the past 13 days by fierce fighting 
between loyalist troops and rebels 
lighting to end the 21-year rule of 
President Mohammad Siad Barre. 

“There may be a rescue attempt 
tomorrow," said a spokeswoman 
at the Italian embassy in Nairobi. 

An Italian official in Rome said 
the Korean was killed on Thurs- 
day. when Italy decided to evacu- 
ate its embassy. He S3id he did 
not know whether the diplomat 
was from North or South Korea or 
the total number of casualties in 
the incident. 

"There was an explosion. It was 
apparently a grenade attack. We 
do not know where it came from.” 
he said. 

The Italian and Egyptian 
embassies are the only ones still 
open in Mogadishu following the 
rebel onslaught on the citv. 


The United Somali Congress 
(USC). one of the three strongest 
rebel groups, has rebuffed Siad 
Bhrrt's calls for a ceasefire. 

On Wednesday the rebels re- 
jected an Italian peace plan under 
which Siad Barre would remain in 
office but relinquish most of his 
powers to a transitional govern- 
ment. 


Italy, a former colonial power, 
said Friday it would continue 
trying to mediate an end to the 
fighting. 

The Italian foreign ministry said 
in a statement Fnday the rebels 
had welcomed efforts by Italy to 
solve the conflict. 

The USC told Italian Ambas- 
saor Mario Sica it was ready "to 
consider every initiative with the 
aim of a peaceful solution backed 
by all the political forces at a 
national level,” the ministry said. 

Some 90 people were sheltering 
in the grounds of the Italian mis- 
sion. including Italians and other 
foreigners, and 30 embassy staff 
including the ambassador were 
still there. 

The Italian Foreign Ministry 
said Thursday the mission had 
come under fire several times that 
day and that Italy had asked both 
warring sides for guarantees for a 
safe evacuation. 

Earlier this week four Italian 
planes flying under Red Cross 
auspices evacuated hundreds of 
foreigners. 

Fleeing residents said the city was 
increasingly dangerous and chaotic. 
The USC has said that more than 
2,000 people have been killed. 
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WEATHER 


Bulletin supp/nrf by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


There will be chance for local show- 
ers of ruin and winds will be south, 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
partly cloudy and winds will be north- 
erly moderate and seas calm. 


World pins hope for peace on United Nations missio 




Walld Junblatt 

Syria, the main power broker in 
Lebanon with 40,000 troops de- 
ployed in the country under a 1976 
peacekeeping mandate from the 
Arab League. 

Karami formed his government 
in line with an Arab League- 
brokered peace plan for Lebanon. 

The accord was worked out by 
parliament members in a special 
session at the Saudi Arabian town 
of Taif in October 1988. 

It is a bit early to determine its 
implications, but Junblatt's res- 
ignation could rorpedoe the wbole 
Taif process,” one political source 
said. 

"It will definitely embarrass his 
allies and disturb Damascus,” he 
added. 

Junblatt said Lebanon faced 
“black future.” He did not elabo- 
rate but said he opposed the 
appontment of a deputy to replace 
his late father in parliament as 
stipulated by the Taif pact. 

Junblatt is the son of the late 
Druze leader Kama! Junblatt who 
was assassinated in 1977. He 
maintains good links with Syria. 

He heads a force of 10,000 
mainly Druze militiamen and his 
5,000-strong PSP controls the 
Shouf mountains southeast of 
Beirut and a coastal strip of the 
capital. 

PSP sources said his resignation 
followed discontent over Druze 
represenation. 

“We were not staisfied with the 
representation of the Druze in the 
government nor with the port- 
folios given to Druze ministers,” 
on source said. 


LONDON (AP) — World gov- 
ernments are hoping that a U.N. 
mission would find some way to 
avert a war in the Gulf, bui there 
■was deep foreboding. 

Britain, saying it won't hesi- 
tate to fight, scheduled an 
emergency debate in parliament. 
The Soviets said the failure of 
the U-S.-Iraq talks in Geneva 
Wednesday was "lamentable.” 

Several countries withdrew 
envoys from Baghdad, while 
Germany prepared to give more 
aid to the U.S.-led multinational 
alliance confronting Iraq. 

"These five days for peace will 
be the longest days,” said 
French government spokesman 
Louis le Pensec. "They will be 
exploited until the ultimate in- 
stant in the service of peace." 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar s weekend trip 
to Baghdad for talks with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein is the 
last scheduled diplomatic effort 
before Jan. 15. the date after 
which the United Nations has 
authorised force to remove Iraqi 


troops from Kuwait. 

Perez de Cuellar was to meet 
with European Community offi- 
cials in Geneva Friday. 

While fully supporting the 
U.N mission, Britain's Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd said 
that sometimes the only way to 
achieve peace is to fight for it. 

“We in Britain, perhaps more 
clearly than most people, have 
learned through our history chat 
at the end of the day. if you are 
interested in collective security 
... if you are interested in the 
United Nations and its chances, 
then there comes a time when 
you have to make a sacrifice, 
when you do have to risk the use 
of force.” he said. 

But Neil Kinnock. leader of 
the opposition Labour Party, 
called for more' time to allow the 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq to 
work. 

Israeli state radio reported 
Israel's military on an increased 
state of alert Thursday while 
Israelis and Palestinians stocked 
up on essential goods. 


“There is a feeling we could 
be at the brink of war," Parlia- 
ment Speaker Dov Shilansky 
said. "Those who are sharpening 
their tongues and perhaps their 
swords, if they raise their arm up 
we will surely cut it off.” 

An editorial in Norway’s inde- 
pendent Verdens Gang news- 
paper warned: "Their world is 
on the verge of a gruesome war 
... the tiny hope that remains is if 
U.N. Secretary General Perez 
de Cuellar can get Iraqis to go 
alone with a solution at the last 
minute." 

Many leaders expressed dis- 
appointment at the failure of 
talks between U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker and Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz. 

Aziz also informally turned 
down an offer from the Euro- 
pean Community to meet in 
Algiers, saying the EC could 
come to Baghdad if it wanted to 
talk. 

Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Vitaly Churkin said 
officials were meeting to deter- 


U.S. Congress plans Gulf 
vote; senate in doubt 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 

congressional leaders scheduled 
votes Saturday on whether to 
authorise President George 
Bush to go to war in the Gulf, 
with support in the Senate in 
doubt. 

Bush’s supporters predicted 
they would win authority in the 
House of Representatives for 
Bush to use military force any- 
time after Jan. 15. the deadline 
set by the United Nations for 
Iraq to leave Kuwait. 

But Senate Republican leader 
Robert Dole said late on Thurs- 
day he did not know whether he 
could win in the Senate. 

Dole told the Senate he in- 
tended to cooperate with plans 
to vote on Saturday but said he 
might yet try to delay the vote if 
he determined an early vote 
would be against war authority. 

“Our best hope for peace is to 
support the president," Dole 
said. 

But as Congress headed into a 
second d3y of debate, few Sen- 
ate Democrats had joined Re- 
publicans in supporting war Au- 
thority for Bush, and Democrats 
have a 55-45 majority in thtt 
Senate. 

Most, including conservatives 
who sometimes support Bush, 
instead announced they would 
vote for Democratic leaders' re- 
solution directing Bush to give 
economic sanctions more time to 
force Iraq to leave Kuwait with- 
out war. 

“The grave decision for war is 
being made prematurely," 
Democratic leader George 
Mitchell told the Senate. 

If U.S. soldiers die in a war 
before sanctions aTe given time 
to work, Mitchell said. “The 
truly haunting question... will be: 
Did they die unnecessarily?" 

But Dole said the Democrats' 
resolution calling for reliance on 
sanctions “takes (Iraqi Presi- 
dent) Saddam Hussein off the 


hook.” 

“It says just wait, doesn't say 
how long — 30 days. 30 months. 
30 years," Dole said. 

He said Congress should in- 
stead approve a resolution speci- 
fically authorising Bush to use 
U.S. military forces to carry out 
U.N. resolutions calling for Iraq 
to leave Kuwait by Jan. 15 or 
risk war. 

War authority supporters said 
after a meeting with Bush that 
the president would be satisfied 
to win Senate approval by a 
single vote. 

“The president said again that 
if it's an affirmative vote, he 
wants it," Republican Senator 
Richard Lugar told reporters. 
“Fifty-one will be good enough." 

Democratic Senator Charles 
Robb said after the meeting with 
Bush that the odds were 50-50. 
Tor Senate approval. 

The Democratic leaders' re- 
solution would not rule out war 
but would direct Bush to get 
Congress's vote of approval if he 
decided after relying some un- 
specified time on econornicsaric- 
tionsrthat war ‘was necessary. 

Congress' is also’likely to vote 
on a separate resolution specify- 
ing that Bush cannot legally go 
to war without Congress’s 
approval. 

Bush asked for Congress's 
approval but said he legally has 
the power to use military force 
without the legislator’s vote. 

The debate for and against 
war was often impassioned in 
both the House and the Senate. 

House Republican leader 
Robert Michel, a World War II 
veteran, said he knew as well as 
anyone the horrors of war. 

But he said the Democratic 
leaders* resolution relying on 
sanctions would not work be- 
cause the international coalition 
applying them was unlikely to 
bold more than six months or a 
year. 


“Patience at any price is not 
policy — it is a cop-out," Michel 
said. 

But Democratic Senator Ed- 
ward Kennedy said the lives of 
thousands of American and 
allied forces were hanging in the 
balance. 

“At this historic moment, it 
may well be that only Congress 
can stop this senseless march 
toward war," he said. 

Senator Paul Wellstone, mak- 
ing his maiden speech in the 
Senate, said, “I could not accept 
the loss of life of any of our 
children in the Persian Gulf right 
now." 

“President Bush appears to be 
on the verge of making a terrible 
mistake that will have tragic 
consequences," he said. 

In August 1964 Congress pas- 
sed the so-called Tonkin Gulf 
resolution authorising President 
Lyndon Johnson to take “all 
necessary measures.. .to prevent 
further aggression" following a 
reported attack on ,U.S. 
warships in waters off Vietnajng 

The resolution sped through 
the house on a 414-0 vote and 
won Senate approval 88-2. - - 

Johnson use the resolution as 
his authority to vastly step up 
U.S. involvement in Vietnam 
and to fight an unpopular and 
bloody war. 

Only 20 current members of 
the house were serving at that 
time. Seven present senators 
were then in office — one. Dole, 
in the House. 

As U.S. casualties mounted in 
Vietnam and the war split the 
country, many regretted their 
support of the Tonkin Gulf re- 
solution but could claim that at 
the time they did not know 
where it would lead. 

U.S. involvement increased 
by incremental stages and it was 
only later that the full extent of 
the U.S. commitment became ■ 
clear. 


U.S. networks ponder when to quit Iraq 


NEW YORK (R) — The four 
U.S. television networks, whose 
graphic reports from Baghdad 
have made the Iraq crisis a real- 
ity for millions of Americans, 
say they are not certain how long 
they will continue staffing the 
Iraqi capital as war looms. 

The U.S. government warned 
Americans, including journal- 
ists, Thursday about the in- 
creased risk of staying in Iraq 
and offered seats on what could 
be its last charter flight out of 
Baghdad. 


CBS. whose anchorman Dan 
Rather scored the first American 
television interview with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein after 
Iraq's occupation of Kuwait, 
said Thursday it was rethinking 
whether to continue staffing 
Baghdad. 

Dave Miller, director of fore- 
ign reporting for NBC, said: 
“We will stay in Baghdad until 
we leave. We have five people 
there and they want to stay. But 
we don’t want bravery. It will be 
a management decision made in 


New York.” 

ABC declined to discuss its 
plans, and the Cable News Net- 
work said it was impossible to 
say how long its reporters will 
remain in Baghdad. 

“We will leave people in 
Baghdad as long as we can and 
they axe safe and want to stay. 
Baghdad is an hour-by-hour 
situation. We presume the Iraqis 
will want some Western press 
there to cover their side of the 
story," • said CNN spokesman 
Steven Haworth. 


mine what more they could do in 
the next five days. He added that 
the Soviet Union attached 
"great importance” to Perez de 
Cuellar's mission. 

“I hope very much that the 
solution will be beaceful because 
war means victims and deaths of 
people, thousands and 
thousands of people, youn men. 
This is a tragedy," Churkin told 
reporters in Moscow. 

“We urge ail parties, and spe- 
cifically Iraq, to understand the 
seriousness of the prevailing 
situation he said. 

With the fear of war growing. 
EC officials meeting in Luxem- 
bourg Thursday said they ex- 
pected ail 12 member nations to 
withdraw their embassy staffs 
from Baghdad. 

Five British diplomats left 
Baghdad by convoy Thursday. 
The United States, Australia. 
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, the 
Netherlands and Spain 
announced they would withdraw 
their diplomats. Germany 
already has done so. 


Americans 
advised to 
leave Israel, 
occupied 
territories 


TEL AVIV (R) — The U.S. 
government urged Americans Fri- 
day to consider leaving Israel be- 
cause of the increasing danger 
they would be targets in a Gulf 
war. 

It advised Americans not to visit 
Israel and tens of thousands of 
U.S. passport holders living there 
to leave unless they had essential 
reasons to stay. 

Iraq, which boasts long-range 
missiles capable of striking Israel, 
has vowed to attack the Jewish 
state if U.S.-led forces launch an 
offensive to drive Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait. 

“Increased tensions due to 
Iraq's failure to comply with the 
United Nations Security Council 
resolutions may lead to demon- 
strations, terrorist attacks and 
other hostile actions against the 
United States government and - 
U.S. citizens fa the area,’’ the 
U.S. travel advisory said. 

That, .danger was underlined 
when Hamas, the banned Islamic 
fundamentalist organisation, 
issued a leaflet in the Israeli- 
occupied Gaza Strip Friday calling 
for attacks by all Islamic nations 
on countries opposed to Iraq, 
especially the United States. 

The State Department for the 
first time listed Israel with coun- 
I tries where precautions were sug- 
gested. It offered “voluntary de- 
parture” for dependants of U.S. 
diplomats in Israel and the occu- 
pied territories. __ 

Other Americans were urged to 
consider deferring all travel and 
“those already in those areas who 
do no: have essential reasons fin- 
staying should consider depart- 
ing," it said. 

The U.S. embassy in Tel Aviv 
estimated there are 70,000 to 
100,000 American citizens in 
Israel or the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The United States has ordered 
a0 dependants and non-essential 
staff out of Jordan, Mauritania, 
Sudan and Yemen. 

Voluntary departure of non- 
essential U.S. government staff 
and all dependants has been au- 
thorised for Algeria, Morocco, 
Pakistan and Tunisia. 

“Voluntary departure of depen- 
dants only has been authorised for 
tiie Eastern Province of Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and now 
Israel and the' Israeli-occu pied ter- 
ritories," the advisory said. 
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Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 
man 15. Aqaba 21. Humidity readings: 
Amman 42 per cent. Aqaba 15 per 
cent. 
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Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
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should always he verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


The Soviet Union said it 
would evacuate some diplomats 
and all family members of 
Baghdad-based officials. 

Italy scheduled an emergency 
debate in parliament for Jan. 16 
while Germany confirmed it in- 
creased aid to the multinational 
force after Thursday’s Berliner 
Morganpost reported an in- 
crease totaling nearly S159 mil- 
lion, mostly to American ana 
British forces. 

However, Germany has sent 
no troops. German public opin- 
ion is against German troops 
involvement, and anti-war pro- 
tests were planned for several 
German cities this weekend. 

The Vatican newspaper. 
L'Osservatore Romano, strong- 
ly urged further diplomatic 
efforts, quoting Pope John Paul 
ri’s Christmas day warning that 
"war is an adventure with no 
Tetum." 

The newspaper took note of 
Perez de Cuellar’s mission to 
Baghdad, under the headline: 
“Hopes for peace are not exting- 


Javier Perez de Cuellar 


uisbed.” .'4 

"Arms are not instruments 
restore or build justice.", titi! 
newspaper said in a front-page 
editorial. "Mankind has a.^igg 
to more dignified means." _.J. 


Mubarak sanctions 
Israel’s retaliation if 
Iraq attacked it 


- *- 




WASHINGTON (R.) — Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
said Thursday that Israel would 
have the right to retaliate if 
attacked by Iraq, and Israel’s 
Prime Minister said Israel would 
defend itself. 

Mubarak and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, speak- 
ing in separate interviews on 
U.S. television, said they had 
little hope war between Iraq and 
U.S.-led forces in the Gulf could 
be averted. 

‘•‘After what I beard yesterday 
from (U.S. Secretary of State) 
James Baker and the foreign 
minister of Iraq, I think there 
may be no hope now," Mubarak 
said from Cairo. “A miracle may 
take place, but it’s still far 
away.” 

Shamir, speaking from occu- 
pied Jerusalem, said, “you have 
to maintain your hope until foe 
last moment... but I must say 
that this is a very slim hope, very 
slim/’ - - - • - 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tarek] 
Aziz said Wednesday after his 
meeting with Baker in Geneva 
that Iraq would attack Israel if ft 
weie attacked by the U.S.-led 
coalition that includes several 
Arab states including Egypt, 
Syria and Saudi Arabia. 

Mubarak, who has supported 
the United States in the Gulf 
crisis, sending several thousand 
troops to Saudi Arabia, said that 
Israel would be justified in de- 
fending itself or retaliating after 
any Iraqi attack. 

“If Iraq launches an attack 
against Israel without any Israeli 
participation, she will have the 
right to retaliate. Eveiy country 
has the right to defend itself." 
Mubarak said. 

Shamir said Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein wanted to 
make any Gulf conflict an Arab- 
Israeli war so Arab states in the 
U.S.-led coalition against Iraq 
would stay neutral to avoid fight- 
ing on the same side as the 
Jewish state. 

“I can only say that we will 
have to defend ourselves, and 
we will defend ourselves. We 
have to defend our people, our 
country and, for understandable 
reasons. I cannot say how we 
will do it," Shamir said. 

Mubarak said he could not say 
how Israeli involvement in a 
conflict with Iraq would affect. 
Arab states in the coalition fac- 
ing Iraq. 

Shamir, asked if be could let 
the multi-national force in the 
Gulf defend Israel if it was 
attacked by Iraq, said, “well we 
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know very well the presence 
this great force in the area. .. bufjg 
well, we’ll have to defends: 
ourselves, you know, everj^-HT 
country has its duty.” - -55^ 
He said Israel would nek# 
launch a pre-emptive attac^Ef-' 
against Iraq despite the threats:.^; 
against it. “It is a policy of ours 
not to do anything that will starf*v£ 
a war." he said. ^ 

Shamir also said if there is 
war, it should be a short oaer ^p 
because Iraq had no chance- „*% 
against the allied air power. 

Mubarak said he did not foil# 
United Nations Sec/eurSr: 
General Javier Perez de CuefiBur. 
would succeed in his tripCiio lp 
Baghdad to avert war. but -"P 

that he thought it was v&fo ^ 
trying. ; V s * 

The Egyptian presidenjmfc* : 
partial Iraqi wifodraw ^^ gm 
Kuwait was unacceptaN^^He' i] : 
said he could not un%^tad. t? 
why Saddam has refused -■ 

draw in the face of the ow 
> whelming military force against' r 
him. . . ■- * 


a “I can’t tinaersta'nd what & in £. 
his mind. I cannot understand^ 
the mentality of his advisers,^.. 
Could they have the courage 
tell him that this is wrong or jfi§: & 
right, or that's right?" 

“I know that he needs moneys 
needed money and the octtopai^: 
tion of Kuwait may be for.^- 
money,” Mubarak said. - v-5 
Mubarak rejected Uniting foff .^ ‘ 

fxlllf rricie Ufith Paliw ri i wan - »¥■■■ 


Gulf crisis with the Palestinian^'-' 
problem as Iraq has sought to’- 


"The Kuwaiti problem is an 
Arab- Arab problem. I can't* 
occupy another Arab country to;- 
solve the Palestinian problem. It. 
is not logic. It is not acceptable J* ! 
he said. . ^ 

Shamir said if there was unrest, j 
.in Palestinians in the West Bank 4 
and Gaza Strip in support of ; ' 
Iraq, Israel could handle foe", 
situation. . -J 

— Austrian President Kurt . 
Waldheim left Vienna for talks in . 
Egypt and Oman Friday and said', 
.it would take a miracle to find .a * 
peaceful solution to the Gulf cri- 
sis. 

Waldheim said he telephoned' 
United Nations Secretary-General . 
Javier Perez de Cuellar Thursdays 
before the U.N. chief left for' 
Baghdad. 

“I'm sorry to say that he is also ■ 
very sceptical about the way things 
have developed and it will take a ; 
miracle to find a peaceful solu- 
tiou,’ Waldheim told a news con- 
ference. 
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By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Chartered Air 
France plane carrying 141 French 
nationals flew out early Friday in a 
government-organised evacuation 
•iffigfat ahead of the Jan. IS dead- 
line - set by the U.N. for Iraq to 
imqnish Kuwait or face war. 
Embassy officials said most of 
^die passengers were women and 
children — family members and 
dependents of embassy* staff as 
■ well as some private citizens. 

. Others included non-essential staff 
at the embassy and private indi- 
viduals. 

Some were French women mar- 
ried to Jordanians. Their hus- 
bands were staying back in Jor- 
dan, the officials said. 

According to a French source, 
other European diplomatic mis- 
sions tried to get some of their 
people aboard the Air France 
flight but there was no room 
aboard the aircraft. 

European sources said they 
were hoping that at least two other 
charter flights would be organised 
" Arom Amman in the next 48 hours 
% addition to the regular airlines 
flying to European and North 
American destinations. One of 
" them would fly a shuttle through 
the Gulf states and Jordan to 
pick up French nationals Saturday. 

Airport sources said while air- 
lines were reporting long wailing 
lists there was no visible pressure 
at the airport, unlike last week 
when hundreds thronged the con- 
course in a frenzy to leave Jordan 
after being advised or ordered by 
their governments to do so. 

Friday’s Europe-bound flights in- 
cluded a few international staffers 
of the United Nations as well as 
family members and dependents. 

U.N. officials said there was no 
strict advice to U.N. staff to leave 
Jordan, but that there was a sug- 
gestion that they “voluntarily re- 
patriate” their family members 
and dependents. 

Many UN. officials said they 
were staying back in Jordan imtil ‘ 

such time when (he 'headquarters^ 

issued strict traver advisories. ' r 
Also flying out Friday were the 
British ambassador to Iraq, 
Harold Walker, and three of hrs 
£ diplomatic staff. The four arrived 
r here in a convoy of cars from 
Baghdad Thursday. 

Ambassador Walker told repor- 
ters late Thursday he was “sar* 
that be was leaving since die F 
ign Office instruction for b ji to 
leave Iraq meant that dip jmacy 
was no longer working in ef arts to 
defuse the tension and avert war 
in die Gulf. 

The ambassador sand the Iraqi 
leadership was “very much 
aware” of the military might 
arrayed against Iraq's Ang. 2inva~ 

., sion of Kuwait. He said ordinary 
Iraqis were apprehensive of war. 

The Spanish ambassador to Iraq 
and some of his staff, and Pakista- 
ni and Australian diplomats also 
arrived in Amman early Friday. 
They are scheduled to fly out 
Saturday for home. 

In line with an exchange of 
diplomatic notes, five American 
diplomats are scheduled to leave 
Baghdad Friday while an equal 
number of Iraqi diplomats would 
leave their mission in Washington. 

Several European countries 
have meanwhile announced that 
they were recalling their diplomats 
from Baghdad. The departures 
would leave most missions with no 
diplomatic presence at all. 

In the meantime, diplomatic 
sources said most European diplo- 
mats in Amman had been issued 
with gas masks and given detailed 
instructions to deal with emergen- 
cy situations. 

“Nobody is actually predicting 
that Amman would be part of the 
war theatre,” said a European 
diplomat. “The issuance of masks 
*is only a precautionary measures.” 
Several Far Eastern countries 
have also issued gas masks to their 
diplomatic staff in Jordan and 
htber countries in the region. 



QUEEN MEETS ITALIAN VOLUNTARY 
ORGANISATIONS HEADS: Her Majesty 
Queen Noor met in Rome with representatives 
of several Italian social and voluntary orga- 
nisations and discussed coordination of efforts 
with the Jordanian societies in providing 


nian communtiy. The Queen briefed the repre- 
sentatives on programmes conducted through 
the Jordanian voluntary organisations to pro- 
vide training to Jordanian women to help 
initiate productive, income-generating projects, 
jects. 


humanitarian and social services to the Jorda- 

Women group returns from Iraq, 
saying it’s not worth dying for clan 


By Mariam Mr Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A seven-member 
international women peace de- 
legation which arrived, here Fri- 
day afternoon from Baghdad 
says that war can still be averted 
and that the first step to do so 
may be a postponing of the Jan. 
15 deadline for Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait. 

“Only three days away from 
Jan. 15, our message is that 
there are causes worth living for 
and not dying for, we still be- 
lieve there is a way to avert this 
war,” said Maude Barlow who 
represented the voice of women 
from Canada. 

The seven-member delega- 
tion, said Barlow, left Baghdad 
Friday morning with the firm 
conviction that “Iraqis don’t 
want war.” 

“The Iraqi people want nego- 
tiations but Mr. Bosh wants sub- 
mission from the Iraqis. That is 
the problem,” said Nawal 
Saadawi, a prominent feminist 
from Egypt and a delegate in the 
group. 


Saadawi, who opposes her 
government’s stand on die Gulf 
crisis, said it was vita] to encour- 
age “real negotiations, not just 
the U.S. talking down to a third 
world country and telling it what 
to do.” 

The delegation, headed by 
Margaret Papandreou of 
Greece, met with top Iraqi offi- 
cials as well as members of Iraqi 
women groups before splitting 
into two groups, one coming to 
Jordan and the other going on to 
Turkey to report on their fact- 
finding mission in Baghdad. 

The delegation is expected 
within the next two days to go to 
Washington to speak before the 
U.S. Congress, American 
women groups and “maybe 
President Bush.” 

The group said that major 
anti-war demonstrations are ex- 
pected to begin in the U.S. on 
Jan. 15 and that the delegation 
would participate Viy speaking 
about their expc .cnee in Iraq. 

In a state rr-^nt to the press, 
rLe women', group, which in- 
cludes t„ 0 Americans, one 
Cana^.an, one Soviet, one 


Greek, one Egyptian and one 
Jordanian delegate, said that 
they felt deep anxiety over the 
“notion that men and women 
may die to return to its throne a 
feudal, oil-rich oligarchy. Oper- 
ating to the advantage of an 
ostentatious A1 Sabah royal 
family, a family where male 
members treat women as play 
bunnies, with no voting rights.” 
The statement went on the say: 
“As if that were not enough, the 
U.S. and its allies are also pro- 
tecting a regime in Saudi Arabia 
which does not even permit it's 
women to drive.” 

The statement said that the 
group was basically opposed to 
settling differences through the 
use of force, which in then- 
words” only perpetuates the use 
offeree on all levels ending up in 
the family.” 

The delegates, who spoke to 
the press in Amman, said that 
they hoped to help in the relisa- 
tion of a dialogue which has to 
take place “either before a con- 
flict takes place or afterwards. 
Our aim is to help in averting 
that conflict ... of course.” 



AMMAN — <-v soc-memoer group 
representing the European Com- 
munity Friday wound up a two- 
•t, visit to Jordan and left for 
Damascus and Beirut in the 
coarse of their current tour of the 


region. 

The delegation, representing 
the Parliamentary Association for 
European- Arab Cooperation, was 
received by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan for a discus- 
sion on Middle East and Gulf 
crisis developments and on the 
European role in averting a devas- 
tating war in the Gulf and bringing 
about peace to the Middle East 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that Prince Hassan bad 
reviewed with the group Jordan's 
efforts to assist those of the Euro- 


pean nations in bringing about a 
just and comprehensive peace to 
the region. Present at the meeting 
was Information Minister Ibrahim 
Izzeddm. 

The delegation members, who 
are expected in Amman again on 



Monday, following the tour in 
Syria and Lebanon, had a meeting 
Thursday with Foreign Minister 
Taher A1 Masri who urged the 
European parliaments and gov- 
ernments to do all they can to 
work for peace and save the re- 
gion from the dangers of war. 

Mr. Masri briefed the delega- 
tion on Jordan’s stand with regard 
to the Gulf crisis and asked that 
the political dialogue with Iraq be 
intensified to stave off war. 

Tbe European delegation was 
also received by the speakers of 
tiie Upper and Lower houses of 
Parliament, and its head was 
quoted as saying that the Euro- 
pean parliaments were working 
towards the establishment of 
peace. 

He said that Europe and the 
Arab Natioo have a lot in common 
and they should intensify their 
cooperation and enhance their 
understanding so as to help the 
Palestinians regain their rights. 

He said that Europe backs tbe 


establishment of a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the Middle 
East so that all potentials and 
resources can be exploited for 
progress and development 

Addressing the delegation, 
Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad al Lawzi said 
Jordan wants peace for all peoples 
of the world and that His Majesty 
King Hussein has been seeking to 
achieve that goal. 

Mr. Lawzi stressed that Jordan 
wanted the international legitima- 
cy to be applied to all issues in all 
parts of the world. 

Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
paid tribute to the delegation mid 
to the European parliament for 
their sincere drive to achieve 
peace. Mr. Arabiyat reviewed the 
historic relationship between 
Europe and the Arab World and 
described the present military 
buildup in tbe Gulf as a means to 
kill democracy and restore col- 
onialism. 


Arab Youth Forum backs Jordan’s stand 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Youth Forum (AYF) Friday 
voiced its full support for Jordan’s 
pan-Arab stand and expressed 
appreciation of the efforts made 
by His Majesty King Hussein to 
&id a peaceful settlement to the 
Gulf crisis. 

In a statement issued . Friday, 
the AYF recalled the dangers 
menacing Arabs and Muslims as a 
result of the Israeli policies and 
the brutal Israeli measures against 
holy places in the occupied Arab 
territories. 

Tbe statement said that tbe Ira- 
qi takeover of Kuwait is an inter- 


nal Arab issue “which can be dealt 
with by tbe Arab family.” 

The statement called on the 
United States and its allies to 
listen to the voice of reason and to 
adhere to the principles of right 
and justice in dealing with tbe 
region’s issues. 

It called for applying interna- 
tional legitimacy to an problems of 
the region noting that the United 
Nations had passed many resolu- 
tions on the Palestinian question, 
“but none of them has been im- 
plemented.” 

The AYF called on the Euro- 


pean Community, the Organisa- 
tion of I slami c Conference, the 
Non-Aligned Movement and all in- 
ternational bodies to help find 
solutions “to ail problems of the 
region, through applying interna- 
tional legitimacy to aD issues with- 
out any discrimination or bias.” 

The forum warned of the con- 
sequences of a war m the region 
saying that it would create 
“grudge, hatred and historical 
hostility among the world nations, 
thus undermining rather than de- 
veloping respect of human values 
and aspirations.” 


Pope tells peace delegation 
tie appreciates Jordan’s stand 


:OME (Petra) — Pope John Paul 
! expressed his respect and appre- 
ation of his Majesty King Hus- 
sin for what he has done and is 
oing to achieve peace In the 
fiddle East, and to Jordan’s 
well-known firm stand calling for 
! nding peaceful solutions to all 
roblems of the region." 

■ The Pope, who met with the 
* venty-seven member Jordanian 
.wee delegation including par- 

. amenta ry figures. Thursday Jan. 
J, stressed that Jordan set an 
cample of perfect brotherly refer 
*’ ons between Muslim and Christ- 
ns as weH as a model of Musfim- 


Christian dialogue which he. de- 
scribed as ti»e “fruit of his Majes- 
ty’s wise policy.” 

Tbe Pope also said that Jordan . 
had set an ideal model for the kind 
of dialogue the world needs to 
achieve true and just peace. 

The Pope piedjged to exert his 
utmost efforts to improve the 
situation in the Middle East and to 
find solutions based on justice, 
peace and equality for all the 
problems in the region. 

The Pope thanked the delega- 
tion and asked it to convey his 
greetings and wishes to His Majes- 


ty King Hussein and to the people 
of Jordan. 

During the reception given in 
his honour. Deputy Samir Qawar 
thanked the Pope for his relentless 

efforts and prayers to relieve the 
sufferings of the peoples of the 

world, especially the Palestinian 
people, Qawar blamed the absr- 
ence of a solution to the Palesti- 
nian problem on the failure of the 
international community to recog- 
nize the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people to self- 
determination. 

Mr. Qawar noted that the pre- 


sent Gulf crisis was one of the 
most dangerous challenges facing 
the Arab and international com- 
munity and stressed the need to 
address it in all its dimensions. 

Deputy Qawar praised His 
Majesty’s efforts to reach a settle- 
ment of the Gulf crisis and said 

that Jordan believed that dialogue 
was the only means for permanent 
justice in die region. 

The Jordanian peace delegation 
was also received by Italian Prime 
Minister Giulio Andreotti. who 
praised His Majesty's efforts to 

bring about peace in the Middle 
East. 


Nastase: Romania keen on ties 
with Arabs despite vote at U.N. 



By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Romania is anxious 
to maintain its dose relations with 
tbe Arab World and does not want 
its support for tbe U.N. resolu- 
tion, authorising the use of force 
against Iraq, seen as support for 
the anti-Iraq coalition led by tbe 
U.5., Foreign Minister Adrian 
Nastase said Friday. 

Mr. Nastase, who arrived here 
Thursday and was received by His 
Majesty King Hussein later in the 
day, said he also delivered a mes- 
sage from Romanian President 
Ion Hiescu to the King. 

The minister described his pre- 
sent visit to tbe region as aimed at 
“facilitating tbe understanding of 
the political evolution in Romania 
“and discussing tbe pro spect s for 
peacefully resolving the Gulf crisis 
ahead of the Jan. 15 deadline for 
Iraq to leave Kuwait. 

The King and Nastase ex- 
changed views on the Gulf crisis 
and the Monarch briefed the 
minister on Jordan’s efforts to 
solve the crisis peacefully and 
urged Romania to adopt a more 
active role, in its capacity as mem- 
ber of the U.N. Security Council, 
to settle the crisis and avoid war. 

The minister said that during his 
discussions with King Hussein, 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the minister of foreign 
affairs and other officials he tried 
to underline the main features of 
the Romanian approach to the 
Gulf crisis. “We tried to explain 
bow we acted and how we intend 
to act as a member of the Security 
Council,” Mr. Nastase told the 
Jordan Times. “At the same time 
we tried to present our position,” 
which is to be involved in a posi- 
tive way in the process which 
should lead to a political solution. 

The minister defined Romania’s 
position as a “catalyst” in trying to 
help communication between par- 
ties. “There was and there is a risk 
of an autistic model in which 
biased perceptions could lead to a 
momentum of war,” be said, 
adding that Romania was eager to 
stress the need for a “cumulative 
effort to help build a friendly and 
fair environment in which the cri- 
sis could be managed.” 

The minister noted$at Roma- 
nia. supported die will of ( the Un- 
ited Nations to keep ,tbe tjrisis in 
its frame “avoiding the temptation 
of unilateral'' actions. “We think 


that U.N. resolutions, their 
observance, represent a precondi- 
tion for any process of peace,” he 
said. 

Asked why Romania, tradi- 
tionally known for its peaceful 
approaches to conflicts, voted for 
the Security Council resolution 
678 allowing the use of force 
against Iraq, Mr. • Nastase said 
Romania’s position was one of 
principle. “Invasion of another 
country is contrary to the princi- 
ples of the (U.N.) Charter. We 
did not adopt a position against 
one country, one people, but (tbe 
decision was) one of principles.. 
We wanted to use tbe tools avail- 
able within the U.N. to ensure 
that these principles are observed. 
We are not for the use of force m 
one sense or another.” 

Tbe minister stressed that 
Romania hoped tbe resolution 
would help the international com- 
munity understand that the use of 
force against another country 
“cannot any longer be a legitimate 
instrument of foreign policy and 
for promoting national interests.” 

Mr. Nastase said tbe visit to the 


region was not “incidental”, but 
that Romania wanted to assume in 
a positive way its position at the 
U.N., wanted to help facilitate 
communication between parties. 
“We have good channels of com- 
munication with the United States 
and with Iraq. We started two 
weeks ago our contacts with Arab 
countries in this context I visited 
Egypt, came to Jordan from 
Damascus. I think h is important 
for us to listen to the Arab points 
of view and to understand the 
perception and the positions of the 
countries in the region.” 
According to the minister, the 
most important moments of the 
dialogue (regarding the Gulf 
issue) were those of tbe Geneva 
talks representing, in his views, a 
missed opportunity for a break- 
through. “Too many expectations 
were linked to these talks and too 
much pressure (put) on those who 
conducted them,” said the minis- 
ter. adding that the fact that talks 
lasted for over six hours was a 
positive thing in itself. To this end. 
he said, further actions “even in 
this little time” — like U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar’s visit to Baghdad — could 

J “^crez de Cuellar will crane not 
0 fjify Jjritb his own message. He 
will come with his pockets full of 


others' ideas and solutions. He 
had discussions today (Friday) 
with the French foreign minister, a 
round-up with the Western fore- 
ign ministers. He’ll come to Am- 
man so I think he will be a kind of 
messenger of the international 
community, with ideas and solu- 
tions and this inspires optimism.” ' 
Asked about the role of the 
United Nations and if its mandate 
should not be reviewed, minister 
Nastase said that U.N.’s position 
was a “clear result” of the political 
climate in the international arena, 
that it functioned in tbe conditions 
of ideological division and the cold 
war. “It was blocked for a long 
time in its actions which were very 
limited. The Gulf crisis erupted at 
the moment when the ideological 
division between East and West 


links between Jordan and Roma- 
nia. 

According to Petra, Foreign 
Minister Taher Al Masri and his 
Romanian counterpart Friday dis- 
cussed the latest developments in 
tbe region, including the Gulf 
crisis and the Palestine question as 
well as bilateral relations. 

At a meeting between Jorda- 
nian and Romanian officials, Mr. 
Masri briefed the Romanian 
ministeron the effort made by His 
Majesty King Hussein to avert 
military confrontation in the re- 
gion. 

Mr. Masri stressed Jordan's re- 
solve to find a peaceful solution as 
the only position for solving the 
crisis, and called on the interna- 
tional community to rally its 
efforts to achieve a peaceful settle- 



His Mqjesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
H««nn Thursday receive Romanian Foreign Minister Adrian Nastase 
for talks on regional issues (Petra photo) 


disappeared. The conditions for 
tbe functioning of the U.N. 
changed very much. The crisis 
represents a very important test 
for the U.N. , which can mean that 
it can exercise the powers it has 
according to the Charter in crisis 
management.” 

Bilateral relations with Jordan 
were discussed, according to the 
minister, who said that the talks, 
six weeks ago, of the Joint 
Jordanian-Romanian Economic 
Committee made "our job 
easier.” 

According to the minister, the 
already existing “good relations of 
cooperation” between the^ two 
countries will be developed, 
adding new dimensions, like; a 
foreign affair dimension ang-rap 
economic one, to strengthen* the 


ment based on principles of inter- 
national legitimacy. 

The two sides also discussed the 
deteriorating situations in the 
occupied territories and the grave 
consequences resulting from the 
influx of Soviet Jews into these 
territories. 

The Romanian minister said his 
country would do its utmost, in its 
capacity as a member of the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council, to 
find a peaceful settlement to the 
Gulf crisis, saying that a success in 
doing so, will open the door for a 
just and permanent solution to the 
Palestine question. 

The ’minister, who expressed 
satisfaction with the Jordanian 
talks, Reaves for Bucharest Satur- 
day. 


Charitable 
society 
pledges aid 
to evacuees 

AMMAN (J.T) — The Jordanian 
Hashemite Charitable Society 
announced Friday that it was join- 
ing national efforts to deal with 
any emergency resulting from de- 
velopments in tbe Gulf crisis 

Society Chairman Abdul Salam 
Al Abbadi said in a statement that 
he had contacts with Salamcb 
Hammad, who chairs the govern- 
ment appointed Evacuee Welfare 
Committee, in charge of evacuees 
affairs, to coordinate the society 
efforts with those of Mr. Ham- 
mad’s teams. 

Mr. Abbadi said that tbe society 
was willing to mobilise its efforts 
and resources to provide services 
to the evacuees and to other peo- 
ple affected by the Gulf crisis. 

He said that tbe society would 
also be coordinating with interna- 
tional organisations and the Un- 
ited Nations offices in Amman . 

Tbe society took charge of the 
previous waves of evacuees who 
were put op in a number of camps 
and areas around Amman ; the 
charitable society provided food 
and other relief supplies to nearly 
50,000 evacuees of different 
nationalities. 

Nearly 850,000 evacuees were 
boused temporarily in Jordan fol- 
lowing the outbreak of the Gulf 
crisis. 

According to Mr. Abbadi, tbe 
society’s Executive Committee 
held several meetings and discus- 
sed plans that would be adopted in 
the face of an emergency; relief 
work benefitting needy Jordanian 
families were also discussed . 

He said that social and financial 
assistance would be provided by 
tbe society to various regions. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan is chairman of the 
society’s Board of Trustees which 

groups prominent Arab and Isla- 
mic personalities as well as repre- 
sentatives of Jordanian organisa- 
tions. 
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Failure of Geneva talks does not mean 
end of efforts for Gulf solution — Masri 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The failure 
of the foreign ministers of Iraq 
and the United States to achieve 
a breakthrough over the Gulf 
crisis does not mean the end of 
the efforts to find a peaceful 
solution to the problem, said 
Foreign Minister Taher Al Mas- 
ri. 

Mr. Masri, who had accompa- 
nied His Majesty King Hussein 
on his tour to Europe, said in a 
press statement upon his return 
to Amman that intensified 
Jordanian and international 
efforts were underway to find a 
peaceful settlement to the Gulf 
crisis. 

He said that these efforts 
would begin with the arrival 
here of U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
and that European nations were 
launching a very serious drive in 
tbe coming few days to end the 
crisis peacefully. 

Mr. Masri described the 
King's tour in Europe as success- 
ful and noted that the talks 
displayed an identity of views, 
between Amman and the va- 
rious capitals visited by the 
King, over the peace efforts in 
the Gulf issue. 


Mr. Masri said that European 
nations had voiced deep under- 
standing of the Jordanian posi- 
tion and promised fell readiness 
to support Amman's efforts to 
find a solution to the problem. 

Meanwhile, Jordanian orga- 
nisations and professional un- 
ions are preparing for a huge 
demonstration in Amman Mon- 
day in protest against the pre- 
sence of the U.S.-led multina- 
tional forces in the Gulf and in 
solidarity with Iraq. 

The announcement about the 
demonstration was made at a 
meeting held at the Professional 
Association Complex Thursday 
by Tayseeer Al Himsi. president 
of the Jordanian Pharmacists 
Association (JPA), who said 
that the demonstration would 
start at 12 noon from the Profes- 
sional Association Complex in 
Shmeisani and proceed towards 
the American embassy in Jabal 
Amman. A strqng protest 
memorandum will be submitted 
to the American ambassador by 
representatives of the marchers 
who will carry slogans voicing 
support for the Iraqi people, 
Himsi said. 


The announcement said that a 
rally would also be held on 
Monday afternoon in down town 
Amman to express solidarity 
'with the Iraqi people. At the 
same time the Jordanian Writers 
Association (JWA) is preparing 
for a sit-in, Tuesday, at the 
United Nations offices in Am- 
man, in protest against the 
American threats. 

The Jordanian women orga- 
nisations announced they would 
be staging their own protests in 
support of Iraq. 

Thursday workers employed 
by the port authorities and clear- 
ing offices in Aqaba held a sit-in 
in front of the Parliament in 
Amman in protest against West- 
ern blockade imposed on Aqaba 
and the harassment of Aqaba 
bound ships which is harming 
the national economy. 

Toe protesters handed the 
Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Mr. Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat a note protesting against a 
number of companies’ dismissal 
of workers. The note urged the 
government and Parliament to 
interfere and protect the work- 
ers rights. 


Abu Taleb inspects Armed Forces 



the prospects of war and peace in 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Army Chief of 
Staff General Faehr Abu Taleb 
and senior army officers have 
been inspecting the Armed Forces 
preparedness along the confronta- 
tion lines with Israel over the past 
week and visiting various frontline 
positions. 

During his tour General Abu 
Taleb was briefed by commanders 
about the readiness of their troops 
and the responsibilities they shoul- 
der in defence of their homeland. 

Abu Taleb later inspected 
several positions manned by the 
People’s Army at the front lines 
and was briefed on their readiness 
and military' drills they performed. 

In an address to Parliament 
Wednesday, Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran said that Jordan 
would fight with all its military 

capabilities against any Israeli 

attack on the Kingdom and would 
seek Arab help, including that of 
Egypt. Syria and Iraq. 

“Jordan will not be an easy prey 
for anyone, but will fight any 

aggression with all its might.” said 
the prime minister in his address 

to Parliament which discussed the 
military situation in the region and 


view of tbe developments in the 
Gulf. 

Badran said that Jordan would 
resist Israel’s attempts to expel 
the indigenous population from 
(he occupied Arab lands even if 
that would mean the use of force. 

Asked to comment on news 

reports of massive Israeli military 
deployment along the ceasefire 


lines with Jordan, the prime miniv- 
ier said he believed ihere were 
preparations on the other side hut 
no massive buildup of troops. 

During his tour of the from line 
positions, Abu Taleb said that the 
Jordanian Armed Forces would 
shoulder its responsibility along 
the confirmation lines and that 
determination to resist aggression 
would never wane. 
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Task for the U.N. 


JAVIER PEREZ de Cuellar, the secretary general of the 
United Nations, will be in Baghdad tomorrow. His visit 
there is largely seen as a last-minute attempt to avoid war in 
the Golf. He will be in Iraq in his capacity as representative 
of the international community but not as a free agent who 
could negotiate over the substance of U.N. resolutions and 
actions. 

To some people, Mr. Perez de Cuellar's task appears to 
be extremely difficult, if not next to impossible, since be has 
to persuade Iraq to adhere to the 12 Security Council 
resolutions that have been adopted on the Golf crisis since 
August. 

Iraq, however, has already accepted all these resolutions 
provided they as well as all other outstanding resolutions 
relating to the region are implemented either simultaneously 
or in accordance with their respective dates of adoption. 

The simple point that arises here is not the principle of 
non-legitimacy of occupation but the venue of enforcing the 
principle everywhere in the globe. In other words, it is 
incumbent on the U.N. chief to accept and to see to it that 
the Security Council decisions are implemented unequivoc- 
ably and equally everywhere and not jnst in the Golf. 

The problem is not just in Baghdad. It is also in 
Washington and Tel Aviv. The American administration 
insists on selective implementation of the U.N. resolutions. 
According to their logic, those resolutions against Iraq must 
be enforced and those against Israel should be deferred until 
later. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar should make another trip to 
Washington following his visit to Baghdad to talk to 
President Bush into adherence to all Security Council 
resolutions, to stop, beating the dtfanS' of war, and to exert 
pressure on Israel i) end its - 2&-year-old occupation and 
annexation of the 1 occupied "territories, including 
Jerusalem and the Golan Heights. 

If the deadlock is over illegal occupation in defiance of 
international legitimacy, the problem would have been 
solved on August 12, 1990, when President Saddam Hussein 
enunciated his first initiative to solve the crisis. However, 
the American agenda is quite different. According to U.S. 
official declarations and other theories, President Bush and 
his administration are after control of Arab oil reserves, 
maintenance of the American life style, creating jobs locally, 
building a new world order under American hegemony, 
destroying Iraqi military and technological capabilities and 
protecting Israeli security. 

The secretary-general — who enjoys respect and credibil- 
ity all over the world — must say openly whether it is 
President Saddam or President Bush who is rejecting the 
fiill and total implementation of the international resolutions 
in their entirety. But if it is not diplomatic enough to say this 
publicly, something else has to be done instead: To convince 
the Iraqis that the U.N. sincerely opposes double standards 
and selectivity in enforcing international legitimacy and that 
the international organisation will be able to implement all 
of its own resolutions in a very short period of time. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT has become clear now for all that the United States represents 
the real obstacle in the path of peace in the Middle East by refusing 
to implement Security Council resolutions pertaining to the 
situation in Palestine, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Firday. By 
obstructing peace in Pal. — ■ * h, “ IJ.S. administration is impeding 
a speedy solution for the Gulf criaia. and is escalating tension and 
endangering world peace, the paper said. By refusing to implement 
U.N resolutions on Palestine, Israel is also adopting an aggressive 
attitude similar to that of the United States, and making ready for 
war and aggression in the Gulf region, the papaer noted. U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar who is visiting Baghdad 
Saturday should have indeed directed his mission to Washington 
instead to persuade the U.S. administration to implement Security 
Council resolutions pertaining to Palestine and pending for over 23 
years, because by settling the Palestine issue, de Cuellar would be 
helping to resolve the Gulf crisis, the paper pointed out. De Cuellar 
realises this fact as do all the heads of the European Community 
and the leaders of the world but they are keeping silent about the 
Palestine issue and making an outcry over Iraq's takeover of 
Kuwait, the paper continued. It said that time is ripe now for the 
brave leaders of the world to stand up to the U.S. administration 
and tell American leaders that it can not continue to be a slave to 
Israel, and should force the Israelis to withdraw from Arab lands 
occupied since 1967 to pave the ground for peace in the Gulf. The 
paper said that Israel should not be rewarded for occupying Arab 
land and the world community ought to do all it can to evict Israel 
from the occupied Arab land. 


AI Dnstonr Friday dwelt on King Hussein's European tour and his 
relentless efforts to achieve peace in the Gulf through dialogue and 
negotiations. Over the past five months. King Hussein has been 
spearheading efforts to open the way for peace in the Gulf and in 
his last trip, the king has been urging the European leaders to step 
rn and help the peace efforts despite the failure of the foreign 
ministers of Iraq and the United States to achieve any headway in 
their Geneva talks, the paper pointed out. Washington's failure to 
find a peaceful solution to the crisis, said the paper, should 
encourage toe Europeans to take their own initiative and search for 
peace, the paper added. The King has been telling the Europeans 
about the need to implement U.N. Security Council resolutions in 
all issues in the Middle East; and through his quiet diplomacy, he 
has succeeded in enabling the Europeans to take their current 
moves towards resolving the crisis in the Gulf. Jordan, the paper 
added, is adhering to its national stand and is confident that its 
course of action in matters related to the Gulf and the Palestine 
issue are sound bur it said Jordan believes international legitimacy 
has to be applied in all matters and all issues because they all have 
their impact on world peace. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Kamel S. Abu Jaber ; 
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The U.S. ‘I told him’ policy 


While the world held its breath in hopeful expectation, the 
Iraqi- American Geneva foreign ministers' meeting lasted for over 
six hours. The hopes raised "before the meeting were not false 
ones as some prophets of doom have already characterised them, 
but were based on a faith that human character would finally win 
over the rigidity and the iliogic of the entire situation. 

The most important question that should be addressed to the 
Americans is whether adherence to the Jan. 15 United Nations 
deadline, set at their behest, is more important than the peace of 
the region and possibly the world? 

The end result of the meeting, held between two otherwise 
cultured and reasonable men, was a classic example of the 
breakdown of meaningful dialogue. They talked but one wondeis 
whether Mr. Baker was listening. Why couldn't Secretary of State 
Baker see the point that Foreign Minister Aziz was trying to 
impress upon him: That the mother of all Middle Eastern 
problems, tension and instability is the Palestinian question, that 
however the present Gulf crisis be resolved another crisis, 
perhaps uglier and more devastating, will soon crop up should the 
Palestine problem continue unresolved. 

Mr. Aziz seems to have come to the meeting with the intent of 
carrying on a meaningful dialogue that would not only look into 
the Kuwaiti situation and the possibilities of Iraq's withdrawal, 
but the peace and the security of the entire region as well. In his 
press conference Mr. Aziz said that he tried to impress on 
Secretary Baker that "... what is at stake in our region is peace 
a comprehensive peace that once and for all time will 
equitably address the fountains of instability and tension in it. Mr. 
Aziz further indicated Iraq’s willingness to abide by the new world 


order. He said. "... we have no problem with that order and we 
would love to be a party to it” providing that it is not imposed in 
one case "without implementing it on other issues ..." 

It was fascinating to watch how Secretary Baker avoided the 
substance and stuck to delivering his message which though 
couched in diplomatic language was hostile. Iraq was given a 
choice between political death wrapped in humiliation or death by 
fighting. For the United States to come to the table with only this 
choice to present to the Iraqis is truly a phenomenal lack of 
understanding of the Arabs in general and the Iraqis in particular. 
This faulty approach is the more amazing when one realises that 
the Americans have been watching and studying the Iraqis and 
their leadership at least since the beginning of the Iraq-Iran war in 
1980. 


One has to wonder why the Americans continued to purcue this 
approach devoid as it was of the niceties of diplomatic inter- 
course. Is it, or was it designed to arouse the anger of the Iraqi 
side? And why? 

Mr. Aziz repeated over and over again his and Iraq's 
complaints about the style with which the Americans addressed 
them: A style designed and calculated to humiliate not comraun- 
cate. Even the letter of President Bush to the Iraqi leader seems 
to have been written in harsh insulting language causing Minister 
Aziz to decline to deliver it to his president. Was that too 
deliberate? And why has the situation been allowed to deteriorate 
to this personalised level between the two nations? Why this 
Saddam mania? And why this continued arrogant approach in 
dealing with Iraq? 


The tone of the American secretary ofjtattV re|g Ic 
bis message «o 1 b£ !T£? 5* ff 
vibrations on . him ( Minister Aziz) the terrible conseqo-: 
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dialogue in such an atmosphere. Not only Tanq bm 

entire Arab Worid was shocked at the style of the *- 

neither negotiation, communication nor even an exchang e - 
views. I had the feeling that one side was intent on *7 

and disciplining the other as frequently as an adult attempts to. . r 

dl N?o one too^^ere to go from here yet one 7 

quite clean That the West, this time led by the United States^. 

again embarking on the path of ?- 

region* Twice this century and now for the nm . e : “ '• 

exercising its naked power to reduce the Arabs. After the first 
world w£ when the Sykes-Picot Agreement dismembering the , 
Arab World was concluded and after the second world war when 
at the tiD of British bayonets Israel was established, and now the . 
Sfarimajor incursion by the entire West led by the United States. ^ , : 
As a friend of mine so aptly puts it, "why can t we be left alone . - : ; 
to live in peace ... to raise our children ... to live a normal lire 


Rights of access to the action 


By Georgina Henry 


IF IT COMES to war with 
Iraq, two things will distinguish 
the media coverage from pre- 
vious wars. One is the technol- 
ogy: the Gulf area is already 
bristling with satellites which 
have been transmitting news of 
the crisis for five months and 
there is the potential, as never 
before, for continuous televi- 
sion coverage of events. The 
second is the number of jour- 
nalists from different countries 
on the ground: this will not be 
a war like the Falklands. wit- 
nessed only by British journal- 
ists controlled by the Ministry 
of Defence under the long- 
standing conventions of gov- 
ernment secrecy. Other coun- 
tries which make up the allied 
force have more liberal atti- 
tudes to a journalist’s right to 
ask questions, although" it ,is 
already clear that Washington . 
after its experience in Viet- 
nam, is tryihg to take a more 
British approach to media con- 
trol. 

Neither of these factors has 
so far given the military much 
of a problem. In fact the oppo- 
site: television in particular has 
played a useful role in televis- 
ing military hardware and ex- 
ercises. pictures the military 
intended to be seen by Sad- 
dam. 

The real test, of course is 
what happens when there is 
war. when the military' have to 
contend with cock-ups and 
casualties and a strong alterna- 
tive view of the fighting from 


Iraq (where Western journal- 
ists will continue to be based). 
Discussions between journal- 
ists and the MoD here — and 
in the U.S. with the Pentagon 
— in the last few days have 
revealed the extent to which 
the military authorities and 
their commanders on the 
ground intend to restrict media 
coverage. 

Primarily their weapon is 
access — to the troops, to the 
fighting, to the briefings — 
which in the end determines 
coverage. Journalists who want 
to go to the front — in the case 
of British journalists, in 
“Media response teams'* 
(MRTs) — have already been 
told they will work under 
ground rules laid down by the 
military authorities and have 
their pictures and reports “vet-- 
ted” by militarjr personnel. 

..In, thex>i:iL‘j.th.«.ei special-; 
teams, accompanied by milit” 
ary minders, are intended to 
facilitate media access to the 
actual scene of the battle. For 
tite MoD. they are a new de- 
velopment following the critic- 
ism of the lack of access during 
the Falklands. But already 
there are signs of tension over 
organisation and rules. Foreign 
editors of British newspapers, 
for example, who met at the 
MoD yesterday, were told that 
there will be only four press 
“pool” places available on the 
two most important MRTs — 
those sent with the 4th and 7th 
armoured divisions — while 
television has been given three 
places. The MoD is" still nego- 


tiating with the Saudis over the 
number of British journalists 
that will be accepted. Mean- 
while, the press is arguing for 
at least one more place on each 
of the four MRTs. 

British journalists briefed 
last week in the Gulf were told 
that ail material collected by 
their MRT colleagues would 
be processed through a For- 
ward Transmission Unit for 
vetting by military personnel. 
Here the media ground rules 
come into play. First, there are 
14 categories of material that is 
"non-releasable” without 
MoD consultation — details 
about troops and weaponry, 
future operations, military in- 
stallations. etc — which the 
MoD describes as "protecting 
the security and the safety of. 
"the rib ops fayolved \ whilq' (1 
v ”flld#ifig , 'you reasonable free-. ' 
• dom- and ajrcess -in covering. 
' your story.” Beyond this there 
is MoD ‘ guidance” to editors 
at home on release of informa- 
tion. 

“There is an obvious dan- 
ger.” it reads, “that publica- 
tion of authoritative informa- 
tion about the operations of 
British or allied forces could 
unwittingly jeopardise their 
success. Similarly, information 
about other preparations re- 
levant to operations. ... Less 
obviously, considerable care is 
needed in the reporting of mat- 
ters which might give an in- 
dication of the ability to sustain 
current operations. Publicly 
aired speculation about future 
operations, particularly where 


it gives the appearance of 
being well-informed or author- 
itative, also carries the risk of 
causing an actual or potential 
enemy to consider possibilities 
that otherwise might not have 
occurred to him.'" 

So far, there is no sign from 
the British press or broadcas- 
ters that they consider the 
“guidelines” agreed with the 
MoD a problem. “There are 
three broad principles that we 
have agreed to,” says Nigel 
Hancock, ITN’s representative 
in discussions with the MoD. 
“That we won’t endanger life, 
that we won't endanger opera- 
tions and that we won't give 
away technical secrets. If there 
is disagreement with the MoD 
over our pictures then that will 
be discussed under these three 
_ priagg^ r W<'dqn't consider it 
censorship.”.^’ . 

"Tfitre ^re' always going to . 
be girey i areas,” says John Wil- 
son, BBC controller of edito- 
rial policy. "If there are diffi- 
culties. these will have to be 
(iisaKsed on a case by case baas. In 
the Falklands. it was more 
difficult because the informa- 
tion was coming out of the 
Task Force and we depended 
on the Task Force for our 
communications. This time, 
there are lots of broadcasters 
out there with their own satel- 
lite equipment. On the other 
hand, if broadcasters do some- 
thing that the military are real- 
ly displeased with, it's not diffi- 
cult for them to have that 
person removed. We have to 
accept that in times like these 


the givers of information have 
enormous power.” 

The attitude of American 
journalists is, however, some- 
what different. American re- 
porters in the Gulf have work- 
ed under similar guidelines ab- 
out "non-releasable” informa- 
tion, but were last week issued 
by U.S. field commanders with 
a more comprehensive set of 
guidelines for their "combat 
correspondent pools” — the 
equivalent of the MRTs. Last 
Friday the Pentagon withdrew 
them after protests from news- 
papers and broadcasters back 
in the U.S. 

"They were completely un- 
acceptable.” says BQ1 Head- 
line, CNN's representative on 
the journalists committee with 
the Pentagon. “They were silly 
and unworkable,.. the .were at 
odds with our way of covering 
news infthis Country, and the$£ 
were at odds with the spirit of 
negotiation between the press 
and the Pentagon over the last 
seven years since the media 
were excluded by the military 
in the invasion of Grenada.” 

In Vietnam, reporters could 
travel around relatively freely 
and were not accompanied by 
military minders. American 
journalists have also objected 
to the demand by the U.S. 
military that correspondents 
should prove their physical fit- 
ness. a ban on impromptu inter- 
views with senior American 
military officials, a stipulation 
that all interviews with service- 
men should not be on ibe record, 
and a ban on pictures of 


wounded servicemen. 

The MoD s&ys that although 
additional instructions win be 
issued to British journalists 
who go on the MRTs. these 
will not be as detailed as those 
disputed by the Americans. 
But U.S. journalists* have also 
challenged the need for “secure 
ity review,” which did not. 
operate in Vietnam but which -j 
British journalists have 
accepted. 

"The Pentagon has now. said 
that it would like to get rid of 
this and have no system of 
vetting." says Headline. "Fm 
too much of a cynic to suppose 
they will. The media accepts 
that we will not jeopardSse tbe 
position of American ftircts by 
revealing anything really sensi- 
tive. But the trouble with Ibe 
fr ^security review, as laid.down, 
i .is that it can.be abused by any 
SoPnior officer- on the ground. 
If American journalists suc- 
ceed in forcing the Pentagon to 
accept less restrictive rules 
than the British, or if other 
European journalists enjoy 
greater freedom, it is hard to 
see how their British counter- 
parts will not press the MoD to 
follow suit. 

The MoD says it has learned 
from the Falklands — just as 
the Pentagon swears it won’t 
make the same mistakes as 
Grenada or Panama where the 
media were only allowed in 
after it was all over. But the 
scope for conflict will inevit- 
ably grow once hostilities start 
and journalists try to tell the 
full story. — The Guardian. 
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Things will not be easy 


By Annika SaviU 


SINCE this unprecedented “dead- 
line” is increasingly becoming the 
most ubiquitous topic of our lives, it 
is worth looking back on where it 
came from in the first place. In the 
history of modern diplomacy. West- 
ern powers haven't much (iked dead- 
lines; for one dung, it might feel 
forced to act when they have passed. 

It makes sense, therefore, that this 
novel concept in U.N. diplomacy 
came from the Russians. Tbe 
motivation was tbe respite of a 
period of goodwill: and given the 
need to hold die coalition against 
Saddam together, the Western allies 
were talked into it. But that was in 
the days of superpower harmony, 
which began to crumble in earnest 
yesterday when Washington issued 
its first broadside since the beginning 
of the Gulf crisis against Moscow’s 
domestic crackdown. 

fn die negotiations leading up to 
the 29 November resolution author- 
ising “all necessary means” against 
Iraq, the Gotbatbev-Shevardnadze 
team, then still in full vigour, was 
willing to endorse the Western view 
that force might have to be used in 
the Gulf under a U.N. blessing; the 
U.S. and Britain wanted tbe resolu- 
tion to sanction the use of force a x 
any time. But they also understood 
full well that the Russians had to 
accommodate domestic pressure to 
give nonviolent means a chance. Mr. 
Shevardnadze came up with an in- 
spired compromise: a “period of 
goodwill” before the threat of force 
became operational. 

The very figure of “45 
days'* between the passing of 
the resolution and the IS 
January deadline was in itself 
symbolic of one superpower 
accommodating the needs of 
the other. Initially, the Rus- 
sians wanted the goodwill 
period to run for about 60 
days; the U.S. and Britain, 
having agreed in principle to 


the concept, wanted to give it 
only 30 days. It was an exer- 
cise of moving simplicity: the 
two sides agreed to split the 
difference. 

Things will not be so easy 
from now on. Mr. Shevard- 
nadze. Washington's best 
Soviet ally in foreign policy, 
will not stay in his post for 
much longer: and Soviet di- 
plomats predict an imminent 
rift in Moscow in the resolve 
against Saddam and the sup- 
port of America's leadership. 
There is a powerful conserva- 
tive Soviet camp that favours 
a compromise with Saddam 
that might let him stay where 
he is forever and reward him 
in the bargain: if he only 
announces his intention to 
withdraw, negotiations on ev- 
erything will become possible: 
linkage; an Iraqi role in future 
security structures: you name 
it. If it sounds familiar, recall 
the Mitterrand peace plan as 
outlined to the U.N. General 
Assembly on 24 September. 

It so happens that this 
school of thinking is now 
spearheaded by Yevgeni Pri- 
makov. Gorbachev’s former 
envoy in the Gulf crisis. Mt. 
Primakov is also the Soviet 
justify leader's personal choice, 
after Eduard Shevardnadze, 
for the post of foreign minis- 
ter. The President, Soviet di- 
plomats say. doesn't know 
who else to turn to: Mr. Pri- 
makov has accompanied Mr. 
Gorbachev on many foreign 
missions in the past. 


problem of an unpredictable 
Soviet Union weakening the 
coalition against Saddam be- 
comes reality that much soon- 
er. Furthermore, the harsh 
language from the White 
House yesterday telling Mos- 
cow to “cease attempts at 
intimidation" in the Baltic re- 
publics risks enticing the 
Soviet hardliners farther: 
which will mean the risk of 
further crackdowns and more 
Cold Warspeak, and the vi- 
cious circle has begun. Yet 
Washington could not really 
do otherwise than to criticise 
the crackdown in the Baltics: 
it had already warned Mr. 
Gorbachev privately that 
although it would do its 
utmost to back him, it could 
not cope with too many, dead 
Lithuanians. 


If the conservative in Mos- 
cow are strengthened farther, 
it will hasten Mr. Shevard- 
nadze's departure, and the 


There is a tacit Soviet 
agreement that Mr. Shevard- 
nadze will not be replaced 
until the U.S.-Soviet summit 
originally planned for 11-13 
February: the Americans, 
understandably, hinted on 
Monday it might be post- 
poned, claiming diplomatical- 
ly this was to allow time to 
finalise an arms reduction- 
agreement. Yesterday the 
Soviet presidential spokesman 
insisted, on Moscow’s behalf: 
“We have no reason to put 
back the summit and we hope 
on the contrary that it will go 
ahead as planned." The U.S. 
presidential spokesman, for 
his part, said be did not be- 
lieve the U-S. criticism would 
undermine Soviet support in 
the Gulf. But they both would 
say that, wouldn't they. (The 
Independent) 


Respect is the key 


By Rath Sinai 

The .Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Saddam 
Hussein understands what's at 
stake in a Gulf showdown, say 
Arab and U.S. experts who 
know him. It’s President 
George Bush, they say, who 
doesn't understand Saddam. 

Saddam would rather suffer 
war than be seen as caving in to 
an administration be feels has 
done its best to humiliate him, 
these experts say. 

Marshall Wiley, a former 
U-S. envoy to Baghdad, said 
that by personalising the dis- 
pute with Iraq — comparing 
Saddam to Adolf Hitler, thre- 
atening him with a war crimes 
trial, implying he is a liar — 
Bush hardened Saddam's re- 
solve to remain in Kuwait 

Wiley, one of the few Amer- 
icans Co meet Saddam, beaded 
a business group with ties to 
Iraq after his government ser- 
vice. He said he bad not been 
consulted by the Bush adminis- 
tration since the crisis began. 

Clovis Maksoud, the long- 
time ambassador of the Arab 
League to Washington, said 
Saddam “seeks respect and 
recognition more than approval 
or acceptance — U’s ingrained 
in the Arab psyche. 

"Any language (Bush) sug- 
gests that implies humiliation 
for President Saddam Hussein 
is a prescription for intransi- 
gence,” said Maksoud. 

Saddam, Arab experts say, 
would be much more likely to 
accept peace proposals from a 
country such as Algeria than 
from the United States or its 
Western allies. The West, they 
say, represents the wealth and 



A rare glimpse of the In 
leader’s sensitivities w 
offered Wednesday by Ford 
Minister Tariq Aziz, who ti 
reporters in Geneva why 
refused to accept a letter fin 
Bush to Saddam. 

“The language of that let 
was contrary to the traditu 
of correspondence betwc 
heads of state,” Adz said. ‘ 
he really intends to make pei 
— he should nse polite k 
guage.” 

Bush denied the letter v 
rude, describing it as 
“direct" effort to make certs 
Saddam understood the stal 
and the U.S. resolve to i 
force to oust him from Rows 


Others familiar with 
Arab World note that the n 
“er and tone In which pei 
address each other is someti 
just as important as what l 
say- The Arab language is 
of hyperbole and now 

lnirunc ... 


power resented by Third World 
leaders still smarting from de- 
cades of colonial rale. 

Saddam has shown himself 
ca P aWe J* bein * flexible. 

Se P ten,ber > in an effort 
to defuse potential danger from 
Tehran, he returned 1,800 

square kilometres of territory 

captured in the eight-year IraS 
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Badran 
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assurances that Israel would not 
attack Jordan in case of a war in 
the Gulf. 

“We have received assurances 
that Jordan would not be attack- 
ed in the event of an Iraqi 
retaliation”, he said. 

Asked whether there were 
direct Israeli assurances ttmr 
Israel would not intervene in a 
military confrontation, Mr. Bad- 
ran said: “We did not receive 
assurances from the Americans 
bat from other parties... that 
Israel was asked to refrain from 
any involvement and from tak- 
ing any military action.” 

He did not elaborate but said 
that the U.S. would risk the 
collapse of the alliance if Israel 
attacked Jordan. 

“The U.S. will lose the initia- 
tive and would embarrass Egypt 
and the other Arab countries 
(the U.S. allies). Therefore it 
has to consider the repercussions 
of an Israeli involvement on 
(Arab) public opinion as the 
people wfll pressure their gov- 
ernments to .move against 
Israel,” he said. 

He predicted that an Israeli 
attack against Jordan would shift 
the attention from the Gulf crisis 
which would then be pushed to 
the backbnrner. 

A well-placed Jordanian 
source said that an Israeli attack 
against Jordan would be viewed 
as a dangerous sign reflecting a 
negative American attitude to- 
wards the country. 

“If the U.S. win allow such an 
attack it wfll reflect an American 
stand towards Jordan,” he 
warned. 

Mr. Badran stressed that Jor- 
dan would not be party to a 
military conflict in the Gulf but 
would fight if it had to defend its 
sovereignty and territory. 

“Jordan is not a party to the 
military conflict... therefore any 
Jordanian involvement will only 
be in defence of its sovereignty 
and territory.” be said. 

“Jordan will then defend itself 
with all its capabilities and will 
seek the military aid of all the 
Arab countries against an Israeli 
intervention,” be vowed. 

Reports from Tel Aviv indi- 
cate that Israeli leaders are di- 
vided on whether Israel should 
be involved in the conflict or 
not. For while some Israeli 
analysts and officials befieye that 
Israel should take part to defend 
its interests ahdrole in ffietAraB 
region others warn against the 
repercussions of its involvement 
on the U.S. alliance against 
Baghdad. 

Some Arab and Western 
analysts believe that Israel is 
basically concerned about main- 
taining its role as the U.S. 
strategic ally in the region. 

“The Gulf crisis has proved 
that Israel could not do much to - 
defend the U.S. interests,” said 
one Arab analyst. Pro-Israeli 
analysts, however, argue that 
Israel is the “main strategic asset 
to the U.S. and the least expen- 
sive”. This has been the gist of a 
half-page advertisement by pro- 
Israeli lobbyists winch appeared 
in a recent issue of the 
Washington- based U.S. News 
and Worid Report. 

Some Jordanian analysts and 
officials say that Israel might 
seize the opportunity to assert its 
rale through a direct involve- 
ment in the conflict from the 
outset by either attacking Jordan 
or striking against major Iraqi 
military strategic rites to help the 
U.S.-led forces in the Golf. 

Mr. Badran implied that 
although he believed that an 


Israeli involvement would back- 
fire against the American in- 
terest in maintaining the alliance 
against Baghdad, Jordan bad to 
be alert to all possibilities. But 
he denied dial there were recent 
Jordanian manoeuvres on the 
border. “There were no man- 
oeuvres at the border, although 
there have been reinforcements 
of our defensive capabahties,” 
he said. 

Mr. Badran warned that a 
military conflict in the Golf 
would result in an international 
human catastrophe on the poli- 
tical, economic and ecological 
leveL 

“The battlefield of the war 
will be the oilfields, the ports 
and transportation means which 
channel oil to the rest of the 
world... a war will stop the flow 
of oil for at least, according to 
estimates, IS years,” be said. 

He repeated his warnings that 
a military confrontation in the 
Gulf will undermine many of the 
Arab regimes in a dear allusion 
to the U.S. allies in the Arab 
World. 

“Ib the case of war many of 
the Arab regimes will not be 
able to stand in the free of their 
peoples. There will be radical 
changes in these regimes and the 
U.S. will lose its allies,” he said. 

Mr. Badran, however, ex- 
pressed the view that a peaceful 
solution was still possible even 
though the logic of war seems to 
be prevailing over the logic of 
peace. 

‘It is in the.U.S.’ hands either 
to lead the world towards peace 
or to lead the world towards 
war,” he said. 

Border 

(Continued from page 1) 
been in vain. 

Many countries and the United 
Nations have said they appreci- 
ated Jordan’s handling of the eva- 
cuation but no money had been 
forthcoming. The U.N. issued a 
fresh appeal late Wednesday for 
funds to support the evacuation 
process, but it was not immediate- 
ly dear whether the fluids, if 
collected, would be used to reim- 
burse Jordan. 

Jordan has received assistance 
in land such as food, blankets, 
tents, medicine etc. from the in- 
ternational community but little 
cash to compensate for the 
amount it spent "on extending 
transport, ^health and other facili- L 
" ties to die. evacuees. ‘ 

Indian ‘Ambassador to Jordan * 
Gajendra Singh said he had in- 
formation that about 40 Indian 
nationals remained stranded in the 
no-man’s-land after the closure of 
the border. 

Fadfico Castro, ambassador of 
the Philippines, said he was in- 
formed that 34 of bis countrymen 
were also in the area. 

Both ambassadors and Pakista- 
ni and Bangladeshi sources noted 
that the bulk of the Asian com- 
munity had left the potential war 
theatre by end of November and 
that only a trickle of Asians had 
been coming through in the past 
weeks. 

Mohammad Yahya Maroofi, 
chief of mission of the Internation- 
al Organisation for Migration 
(IOM), said he had no informa- 
tion from the Jordanian author- 
ities or anyone else that evacuees 
of any signficant number were 
stranded in the ncwnan's-land. 

According to Mr. Maroofi and 
other officials, about 3,000 eva- 
cuees remained in Jordan as of 
Friday. The included 1,781 Viet- 
namese, 1,179 Sudanese and ab- 
out 80 Asian nationals (Indians, 
Pakistanis, Bangladeshis, Sri 
Lankans and Filipinos). 


Some of them were scheduled 
to fly ont Friday and Saturday 
while others were taking the ferry 
across the Gulf of Aqaba to 
Egypt. 

In addition, about 450 Somali 
nationals stranded here and seek- 
ing help from the United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) remained at the Azraq 
transit camp and apartments in 
Amman. 

(The Somalis are not classified 
as “evacuees” since they are 
arguing that they belong to a clan 
rival to that of President Siad 
Barre and could not return home 
because persecution by the regime 
awaited them. However, some of 
them are now hopeful that they 
would be able to return home in 
the event that the Siad Barre 
regime is toppled and the rebel 
United Somali Congress takes 
power). 

A senior official indicated that 
Jordan might be willing to allow in 
a few number of those stranded at 
the border post if their govern- 
ments undertook that they would 
not remain in Jordan for more 
than 24 hours. This is one of the 
key themes for Saturday's meet- 
ing, diplomats said. 

RJ charters 
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covers five Amman-Hanoi 
flights starting Jan. 14 after one 
more Egyptair plane flies home 
about 200 Vietnamese on Satur- 
day, Maroofi said adding that 
1,781 Vietnamese nationals re- 
mained in Jordan Friday. 

When the Amman-Hanoi 
flights are completed, the num- 
ber of Vietnamese evacuated 
through Jordan since Jan. 2 
would have reached 5,104. 

RJ officials declined to specu- 
late cm the motives behind the 
Saudi refusal to allow RJ planes 
under charter to use Saudi terri- 
tory. But industry sources inter- 
preted it as another form of 
pressure against Jordan aimed at 
denying the national carrier re- 
venues. 

‘It appears that the Saudis 
also wanted Egyptair to get the 
business,” said one source. 

RJ officials said regular RJ 
flights to and from Gulf and Tar 
East destinations flying over 
Saudi Arabia were not affected. 

Senior officials of the' carrier 
have said that the airline had 
drawn up contingency plans to 
maintain its. operations even xT :: j 
Saudi Arabia weqsj to dose its_' ; ' 
‘ airspace for a!fl commereiaJ traf- 1 ’ 
fic in the event of war m the 
region. 

According -to reliable dvil 
aviation sources, Saudi Arabia is 
planning to impose a partial do- 
sure of its territory for commer- 
cial air traffic Saturday, 48 hours 
ahead of the Jan. 15 deadfine set 
by the U.N. to relinquish Iraq or 
face war. 

Prime Minister Badran told 
Parliament Wednesday that he 
had information that Egypt was 
planning to dose its airspace as 
of Jan. 13. No official statement 
has been issued in Cairo to this 
effect yet. 

RJ officials said the airline’s 
flights to Europe and North 
America would not be affected 
in the event of the closure of 
Egyptian or Saudi airspace since 
RJ flight routes to European and 
North American destinations are • 
through Syrian airspace. It was 
not immediately known what 
contingency plans Syria had 
drawn up to face the exigencies 
of a military conflict in the Gulf. 

An emergency measure drawn 
up by the International An- 
Transport Authority (IATA) in- 
volves bailing civilian aircraft 


from flying in Gulf sides and a 
contingency air corridor over 
Cyprus, Cairo, and Medina to 
Abo Dhabi in the United Arab 
Emirates. This corridor would 
be used to evacuate civilians or 
casualties or to ferry medicine 
and food to the area, according 
to a spokesman for Cyprus Air- 
ways. 

Dozens of airlines have 
announced suspension of flights 
to the Middle East following a 
dramatic rise in “war-risk” in- 
surance, Diplomatic sources and 
airline officials say the insurance 
would go up further in the next 
few days and this could also 
result in very high costs for 
emergency evacuation flights 
from the region if war breaks 
ont. 

Ortega 
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Minister Tareq Aziz last week 
the general atmosphere in the 
•U.S. had tilted to a “51 per cent 
in favour of the war option and 
49 per cent in favour of the 
peace option.” 

“The confirmation of ele- 
ments of war are quicker than 
those of peace,” he said. 

Ortega reaffirmed his position 
that be believed the Iraqi presi- 
dent was and is in favour of a 
peaceful settlement. 

“President Hussein has said 
time and again that he is in 
favour of peace and that was' 
made dear to me during my two 
earlier visits to Baghdad,” Orte- 
ga said He added though if the 
choice boiled down to two 
alternatives, "surrendering or 
confronting United States 
aggression ” then ‘1 believe that 
he (Saddam Hussein) is 
ready to fight to defend him- 
self.” 

“I think Saddam Hussein is a 
victim of a gut reaction from the 
American president,” Ortega 
said in response to a question of 
whether the Iraqi president was 
“mad” as President Bush bad 
often put it “Until not long ago 
the same characterisation was 
placed on Syria, its leader and 
government, and not on Iraq. 
Now like magic the roles have 
changed. The truth is Saddam 
Hussein, whom I have known 
since *79, is a very serene, firm 
and well centred leader,” Ortega 
said. 

Asked where he would be on 
Jan. 15, the deadline set -by the 
' U.N- for Iraq ttjeave- Kuwait, 
Ortega said: “Wherever, is re- 
quired I will be. If it is necessary 
to be in Baghdad, then I shall be 
there on Jan. 15.” 

Ortega is expected to return to 
Amman from Baghdad on Sun- 
day. 

Saddam 

(Continued from page ]) 

Saddam said he would use all 
weapons at bis disposal in the 
event of war, reiterating his 
threat to use arsenal like chemic- 
al gas. 

“All the technological 
advancement will be tested on 
the battleground,” he said. 
“They will see how their 
weapons will be shot down if 
when they come within a range 
of 5,10, 20 or 30 kilometres. 

Added Saddam: “They will 
see how the Iraqis, men, youngs- 
ters, and women wfll fight them 
should they attempt to land any- 
where in Iraq. 

“They think that the Iraqi 
command has weak nerves and 
that the Iraqis will be shaken. 
We are a people who have eight 
years of experience in war and 
combat.” 


“The Americans will come 
here to perform acrobatics like 
Ram bo movies. But they will 
find here real people to fight 
them,” he said. 

“This is a showdown between 
the infidel and believers, be- 
tween good and evil,” he told 
the conference. 

“Victory is close and Palestine 
will return to its people with the 
help of God Almighty,” he said. 

Saddam said the U.S.-led 
forces bad the advantage of 
sophisticated weapons but would 
be vanquished by Islamic fer- 
vour. 

“We fight for the sake of 
dignity. Our paradise is the 
promised one for believers,” he 
told the conference of 3,000 
Muslims, including some from 
the United States and Europe as 
well as Islamic countries. 

“The infidel (Western forces) 
seek the earthly pleasures. You 
think the infidel will be able to 
fight with spirit? This will never 
happen,” he said. 

“All our youth, our students 
and our farmers are armed and 
will fight the jihad. This is not a 
showdown over land or territor- 
ies. This is a showdown between 
the infidel and believers, be- 
tween good and evil.” 

Clad in army fatigues and 
black beret, Saddam said Iraq 
had invaded Kuwait to “liberate 
it from corruption and traitors.” 

He said Iraq's invasion had 
launched a crusade to root out 
godlessness among the Arabs, 
an apparent reference to Saudi 
Arabia, which hosts tfae multina- 
tional force ranged against 
Baghdad. 

“Since corruption has found 
its way among Arabs and made 
some of them weak to the point 
of servitude to infidels, it is 
necessary to purify our family 
from within,” he said. 

“Measures (the Western buil- 
dup in the Gulf) taken after 
Aug. 2 encourage the Muslim 
faithful to play a leading role to 
liberate Palestine and A1 Quds,” 
he said. 

A Jordanian delegate quoted 
Saddam as telling the Muslim 
scholars that Baghdad was insist- 
ing on international legitimacy, 
linking an Iraqi pullout from 
Kuwait to a pledge of statehood 
for Palestinians. 

The Jordanian delegate, who 
asked not to be named, said 
Saddam appeared “relaxed, in a 
genial frame of mind,” seeming- 
ly unperturbed by the looming, i. 
threat of war. • : ’ ' " - J 

Iraqi media made no comment ' 
about the widely-supported tri|5 
by U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, who is 
due to arrive in Baghdad on 
Saturday. 

After his speech to the confer- 
ence Saddam stayed to shake 
hands and chat for an hour. 

Saudis 
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for more Saudi help to finance the 
U.S.-led coalition. 

“The kingdom has been very 
generous during 1990,” Baker 
said. “At the same that we had 
those discussions, we said we 
would have discussions regarding 
1991 if the crisis continued into 
1991 and we have Those discus- 
sions and I am very satisfied with 
those discussions.” 

Saudi oil profits have soared 
since Iraq invaded Kuwait and the 
U.N. council imposed a worl- 
dwide boycott on Iraqi and Kuwaiti 
oil in an attempt to force Iraq out. 

Baker flew to the United Arab 
Emirates for a meeting with Presi- 
dent Zayed Ben Sultan AI 
Nahayan and Foreign Minister 
Rashid Abdullah Ali Nuaimi. 


U.N. chief 
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Although Perez de Cuellar said he 
would remain open for in-depth poli- 
tical discussions with the Iraqi leader 
“if the president agrees to raise all 
points,” he refused to confirm the 
points. 

British Foreign Office Minister 
Douglas Hogg said in Geneva the 
EC broadly accepted the main points 
but he said withdrawal of foreign 
troops had not been raised, “at least 
not in that way.” 

Perez de Cuellar, answering a 
direct question in Amman, however, 
raised the possibility of a peacekeep- 
ing force, but said the issue was 
something that should be discussed 
among the parties involved and the 
members of the Security Council. 

The secretary general said he will 
“listen to the distinguished president 
of Iraq and discuss the ways and 
means of perhaps finding a peaceful 
way out of the present situation. 

According to highly informed 
U.N. sources. President George 
Bush has told Perez de Cuellar that 
the U.S.. which leads the anti-Iraq 
coalition in the Gulf, feels it was free 
to exercise the war option “one 
second after the midnight of Jan. 
15.” 

‘The secretary-general is genuine- 
ly concerned by the American inter- 
pretation of the (Security Council} 
resolution authorising the use of 
force against Iraq," said the source. 
“And that is the main reason that he 
has rushed to tfae region, although 
belatedly, to avert war.” 

Another diplomatic source said 
Bush had also informed French Pres- 
ident Francois Mitterrand of the 
U.S. interpretation of the Jan. 15 
deadline. “Mitterrand believes that 
Bush will strike immediately after 
the expiry of the deadline, and this is 
contrary to earlier American assur- 
ances that the deadline was only 
aimed at pressing Iraq.” the Western 
diplomat told the Jordan Times. 

The French News Agency (AFP) 
reported from Amman that Perez de 
Cuellar was also carrying a proposal 
for Iraq to advance the U.S.-Iraqi 
contacts that was established with 
Wednesday's meeting in Geneva be- 
tween Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz and U.$. Secretary of State 
James Baker. The talks failed to 
produce a breakthrough but Jorda- 
nian officials say that this does not 
mean war is imminent. 

“Jordan believes that there is a 
need to inject a third party into the 
equation such as Perez de Cuellar, 
King Hussein, the EC, or Algerian 
President Chadli Benjedid to 
arrange another meeting and offer 
suggestions to both sides towards 
achieving peace in the region,” AFP 
quoted Foreign Minister Taher Al 
Masri as saying. 

Information Minister Ibrahim 
;/ Izzeddine said in an interview with 
.'German television that Jordan still 
saw a chance to resolve the Gulf 
crisis through peaceful means. 

Reaffirming that Jordan did not 
see the Aziz-Baker encounter in 
Geneva as a total failure. Izzeddine 
told the ARD television and radio 
network that “we would like to think 
that this meeting is the beginning 
and not the end of the process... 
there are still moves to be under- 
taken by several parties towards 
peace in the region.” 

“We are still encouraged that ibe 
secretary-general of tbe U.N. is 
going to visit Baghdad," he said. 
“We are still encouraged that tbe 
Europeans are interested, and they 
might move in one way or another... 
we also expect Arab moves in the 
coming few days," be added. 

Asked whether President Saddam 
would reciprocate with “the big 
step" (withdrawal from Kuwait) if 
the Americans made a small step 
towards resolving the Palestinian 
problem, tbe minister said: “If a 
dear message would be sent, if a 
clear message would be made ob- 
vious that the worid community will 
handle tbe Palestinian question in 
the same manner and the same, let 
us say, ability that the Gulf crisis was 
handled. 1 think that could be the 
beginning of a breakthrough.” 

The King’s meeting with the U.N. 
chief attended by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, Prune 
Minister Mudar Badran, Royal 
Conn Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 


the King's Political Advisor Adnan 
Abu Odeh and Foreign Minister 
Masri as well as the delegation 
accompanying the secretary-general. 

Tbe delegation accompanying 
Perez de Cuellar to Iraq includes his 
dose aide Viren dra Dayal, Assistant 
Secretary General Jean-Claude 
Aime and spokeswoman Nadia 
Younis. The exact schedule of the 
U.N. chief was not immediately 
known. 

EC stand 
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absolutely and unconditionally." 

“If he does not do so, he will be 
expelled by force and if he does do 
so be will not be attacked,” Hogg 
told reporters. 

Poos told a news conference tbe 
meeting with the U.N. chief was 
“an exceptional one, taking place 
in exceptional circumstances.” 
“This is the most serious post- 
war crisis and be has our full 
backing, ” Poos, wbose country 
currently chairs the EC, told a 
news conference. 

He said the 12-state bloc had 
added the support of its 350 mil- 
lion people to Perez de Cuellar's 
efforts to solve the crisis peaceful- 
ly- 

The 12 had told Perez de Cuel- 
lar they supported the idea of 
sending a United Nations 
peacekeeping force to the Gulf if 
Iraq withdrew its troops from 
Kuwait, Poos said. 

Several European leaders said 
Friday that they thought an inter- 
national peace conference on the 
Middle East conflict — the 
.Palestinian problem — was inevit- 
able if peace is to reign in the 
region. But they insisted that it 
should be held after Iraq leaves 
Kuwait. 

German Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher, in a radio in- 
terview, said a Middle East peace 
conference was possible if Iraq 
withdraws from Kuwait. 

“It is obvious that the current 
situation in the Gulf is not sup- 
porting a peaceful resolution of 
tbe Middle East problems, but 
rather hindering them,” Genscher 
said in an interview with German 
radio. 

“If Saddam Hussein would con- 
tribute to a peaceful solution 
through a withdrawal from 
Kuwait, he would at tbe same time 
open the door for the resolution of 
other questions in this region... 
and with that also for a Middle 
East conference the foreign 
minister said. 

Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez urged . Washington to 
. back a Middle East peage jeonfer- 
ence as the best solution to the 
Gulf crisis. 

“No doubt they (the United 
States) should be more positive 
towards the idea, but not because 
that is what Iraq says, but because 
we convince them,” he told repor- 
ters. 

“People have got the impress- 
ion that tbe conference on the 
Middle East is an Iraqi Idea,” 
Gonzalez said, noting that Europe 
had proposed an international 
conference on the region's prob- 
lems long before Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

“The international communin' 
must answer the oldest problem in 
the region, which is that of Pales- 
tine,” Gonzalez said. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qicfaen said that a majority of the 
United Nations backed holding a 
Middle East peace conference to 
avert war in the Gulf. 

Qian said China hoped the Un- 
ited States and Israel would re- 
verse their opposition to a confer- 
ence to settle the Arab-Israeli and 
the Palestinian conflcits. 

“They (the U.S. and Israel) are 
rbe minority,” Qian told a news 
conference during a four-nation 
tour of East Africa. 


Bush 
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The Soviet Union hopes the 
visit to Baghdad of U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
will bring positive results, he told 
reporters before boarding a plane 
for Moscow. 

“I don’t believe all diplomatic 
means have been exhausted," he 
said. 

With U.S. forces in Saudi Ara- 
bia, U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker warned Iraq Friday would 
“pass the brink at midnight, Jan. 
15.” 

In his toughest threar of war to 
date, he told U.S. air forces pilots 
and ground crews they would not 
have to wait much longer before 
knowing if there would be peace 
or war. 

“We believe that if Iraq is going 
to withdraw from Kuwait, Saddam 
Hussein will probably wait until he 
is on the brink before he moves.” 
Baker said. 

“Our worry is that in his usual 
style, he will miscalculate where 
tbe brink exactly is. 

“Just so there be no misunder- 
standing. let me absolutely clear 
We pass the brink at midnight, 
Jan. 15.” 

Baker criss-crossed the Arabian 
Peninsula Friday, seeking Saudi 
Arabia's King Fahd in Riyadh, 
United Arab Emirates President 
Sheikh Zayed Sultan Ben AI 
Nahayan in Abu Dhabi and the 
exiled emir of Kuwait, Sheikh 
Jaber AJ Sabah, in the Saudi 
resort of Taif. 

A senior official briefing repor- 
ters on Baker's plane would not 
disclose what the Arab leaders 
said but described the response 
from both countries as “satisfac- 
tory”. 

The implication was that the 
Arab leaders had indicated they 
would be understanding if Israel 
responded to an Iraqi attack, so 
long as it did not launch a preemp- 
tive strike. 

Kuwait's Sheikh Jaber told re- 
porters as he started talks with 
Baker in Taif that there was “no 
other way” to settle the crisis — 
“only force.” . 

President Bush is sending a 
senior diplomat to Israel to reas- 
sure its leaders about U.S. support 
in case of an Iraqi attack and to 
coordinate positions if war erupts 
in the Gulf. 

Deputy Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagleburger will travel 
to Israel soon, possibly Saturday, 
said; officials familiar with his 
plans'. j 

— A leader of Algeria’s largest 
opposition party said Muslims would 
attack American and Jewish interests 
worldwide if war broke out in the 
Gulf. 

“The Muslims will attack American 
and Jewish interests in all pans of the 
globe," Ali Belhadj, number two in 
die Islamic Salvation Front, said in a 
sermon at an Algiers mosque. 

— A group of 135 United States 
peace corps volunteers is leaving 
Morocco because of the Gulf crisis to 
attend a training, course in France, 
diplomats said. 

— The United Srates and the 
Netherlands have agreed to a request 
from Turkey to send Patriot surface- 
to-air missiles to help bolster that 
country's defences in case of border 
clashes with Iraq, NATO sources said 
Friday. 

— Officials from Britain's Green 
Party will meet President Saddam in 
Baghdad over the weekend to warn of 
the environmental costs of a Gulf war, 
the party said Friday. 

— Iraq’s newly-appointed ambassa- 
dor to Turkey presented his creden- 
tials to Ozal Friday, the semi-official 
Anatolian news agency said. 

Ambassador Rail Daham AI Tikrit 
replaced Tareq Abdul Jabbar Jawad. 

— Millions of Pakistani Muslims 
flocked to mosques Friday, some to 
pray for Gulf peace and others to ask 
God to help Saddam. 
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packing, shipping, 8 
forwarding, storage , §§ 
clearing, door-to-door s 
service ■_ 



EAETERIM 


IXjOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR & SEA FREIGHT. 


| TEL : 621 775 
_ TLX : 23 023 
1 AMMAN-JORDAN 


FAX : 656 270 | 
POB : 815 408 . 




' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquo for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: SI 8214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Operbdaily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight y 


a*?®* 


THE SMART MONEY. 


Room & Wheels 
$145 all Inclusive 

Te!.: 698131 


i %} 





* ft ft 


Gareetarstt 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

lilTOUiiftT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -TT .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tei:6S9519 659520 


f^4Rent&Sate A 

l" Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent anal 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

' Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdonn Real 


]TeL 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520, 






The Regency Palace Hotel 


LOBBY LOUNGE 



BAITTPIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 




* 


V 1 


RENT 

SandH Real Estate 


OQ 


ADD 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
i Rental Dept. 687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


DAIEOTEL 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0. Bov 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Exnatriatesand 

Businessmen 


^^Amnuin’s* S> 
exclusive gift sh< 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, light 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
-crystalware eti 

Shmeisant - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfc 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop" and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

sixm 30% lar ger 

* Free mniargm- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Novotna ousts Fernandez 
in New South Wales Open 


SYDNEY (AP) — Czechoslova- 
kia’s Jana Novotna ousted top- 
seeded Mary Joe Fernandez 7-5. 

6- 3 Friday to advance to the semi- 
finals of the $425,000 New South 
Wales Open Tennis Tournament. 

Fernandez, the I9-year-ofd 
American who was runnerup in 
last year's Australian Open, com- 
mitted the Inst two of her 36 
unforced er ors j* the sixth- 
seeded No- -tna broke her service 
for the filth time to take the 
match. 

Novotna. 22. will face seventh- 
seeded Barbara Paulus of Austria 
in Saturday's semi-finals. Paulus 
knocked off no. 3 Manuela 
Maleeva-Fragniere of Switzerland 

7- 6 (7-3). 6-4. 

The other women’s semi-final 
will pit fourth-seeded Zina Garri- 
son of the United States against 
no. 2 Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain. Garrison defeated defend- 
ing champion Natalia Zereva of 
the Soviet Union, the no. 5 seed. 
6-4, 6-3. Sanchez Vicario downed 


unseeded Australian Nicole Pro vis 
7-5. 6-2. 

Earlier in the day. Pro vis ousted 
no. 8 Amy Frazier of the United 
States. 7-5, 6-4 in the completion 
of a match suspended by rain 
Thursday. 

No. 3 Guy Forget of France, 
who beat compatriot Fabrice San- 
toro 6-2. 6-1 Friday, is the only 
seed remaining in the men's draw. 
In the semi-finals Saturday, he will 
face American Derrick Rostagno. 
who defeated Argentina’s Martin 
6-1 . 6-3. 

In the other semifinal. Jonas 
Gustafcson of Sweden will meet 
Germany's Michael Stich. Gus- 
tafsson ousted wild-card entry 
Darren Cahill of Australia 7-5. 
6-4. while Stich swept by Austra- 
lian qualifier Johan Anderson 6-3 
6 - 0 . 

Both finals will be played Sun- 
day. 

Fernandez never looked com- 
fortable on the White City Centre 
court, and was consistently in 


trouble. Even when Novotna fal- 
tered. the tall, lanky American 

couldn't win the big points. 

Novotna jumped to a 4-0 lead in 
the first set before Fernandez got 
untracked to tie the score at S-5. 
But the Czech broke for the third 
time at love, then held her own 
serve to take the set in 54 minutes. 
She got the only breaks of the 
second set in the third and ninth 
games. 

Fernandez offered no excuses 
for the loss, although she would 
have linked a few more matches to 
tune her game before next week's 
Australian Open starts in Mel- 
bourne. But she also said she was 
fitter and stronger than a year ago. 

*T am definitely playing better 
than last year and I am hoping to 
do well next week.” Fernandez 
said. 

Asked about the vulnerability 
of world no. 1 Steffi Graf, Fernan- 
dez said: “There is more a feeling 
that anyone can win now. Anyone 
in the top 10, 15 can be there.” 


Vatanen 
still leads 
desert race 

AGADEZ. Niger (AP) — Three- 
time winner Ari Vatanen of Fin- 
land has stretched his lead in the 
Paris-Dakar Rally over rival Jacky 
Ickx of Belgium to 37 minutes, 54 
seconds in penalty time- 

Both men drive for Citroen. 
Frenchman Jean -Pierre Fontenay. 
driving a Mitsubishi, lags behind 
in third position, nearly two hours 
behind Vatanen. 

Swede Kenneth Eriksson, also 
in a Mitsubishi, won Thursday's 
516-kilometres stage from Agadez 
to Tillia, Niger, only 17 seconds in 
penalty time ahead of teammate 
Pierre Lartigue of France. 

Another Frenchman. Hubert 
Auriol, driving a Lada, finished 
the stage third at 4 minutes, 31 
seconds behind Ericksson. 

In the motorcycle division. 
Stephane Peterfaansel of France 
increased his advantage in the 
overall standings to nearly 33 mi- 
nutes over France’s Thierry Mag- 
naldi. Both men ride Yamahas. 


Becker gets easy path in Australia 


MELBOURNE (Agencies) — 
Boris Becker’s bid to overtake 
Stefan Edberg as no. 1 got a boost 
Friday when the draw for the 
Australian Open gave the German 
a far less treacherous path through 
the field. 

Edberg drew a qualifier in the 
first round starting Monday, but 
was slated to meet two potentially 
dangerous foes after that — 
American Brad Pearce in the 
second round and Australian Pat 
Cash, the 19S7 Wimbledon cham- 
pion, in the third round. 

If the Swede survives those 
tests, he might then have to beat 
two more tough Americans, no. 
16 Jim Courier and no. 7 Brad 
Gilbert, to reach a possible semi- 
finals match against rwo-rime de- 
fending champion Ivan Lendl, the 
no. 3 seed, or Goran Ivanisevic, 
the hard-serving fifth-seeded 
Yugoslav. 

Meanwhile, the no. 2 Becker, 
who needs all the help he can get 
after coming off two straight first- 
round losses, will open against 
Britain’s Jeremy Bates, ranked 
no. 132. 

Becker, seeking his first Austra- 
lian title, does not appear to have 
a serious threat ahead of him until 
a possible fourth-round match 
against 6-foot-5 Marc Rosset. the 
15th seed from Switzerland. Beck- 
er could then meet Sweden's 
Jonas Svensson, the no. 8 seed, in 
the quarters and U.S. Open cham- 
pion Pete Sampras in the semi- 
finals. 

Sampras, the no. 4 seed, opens 
against Sweden's Peter Lundgren. 
ranked no. 64. 

Steffi Graf, seeking her fourth 
straight Australian tide, opens 
against American Jennifer San- 
trock. who has never got past the 
second round in seven Grand 
Slam events over the past four 
years. Graf then appeals to have 
an easy path to the semi-finals, 
where she could face no. 4 Gab- 
riela Sabatini or no. 8 Zina Garri- 
son. 

Sabarini beat Graf in the U.S. 
Open final, and Garrison beat 
Graf in the Wimbledon semi- 
finals. Sabatini begins against 
American Linda Harvey-Wild, 
who is playing her first Australian 
Open, and Garrison starts against 
Australian teenager Rennae 
Stubbs. 

No. 2 Monica Seles, who took 
this past week off after claiming 
mental and physical exhaustion. 


should have an easy start against 
Germany’s Sabine Hack. 

American Mary Joe Fernandez, 
a runner-up to Graf here last year, 
is seeded no. 3 and slated to open 
against Britain's Sara Gomer. 

Organisers of the Australian 
Open tennis tournament provided 
themselves with a time-bomb Fri- 
day when they drew seventh seed 
Brad Gilbert to play fellow Amer- 
ican David Wheaton in the first 
round. 

The two men have not spoken 
since they nearly came to blows in 
December in the inaugural Grand 
Slam Cup in Germany. 

Men's tennis in 1990 featured 
two major disciplinary incidents 
which served as bookends for 12 
months of great tennis. 

In January, John McEnroe was 
thrown out of the Australian 
Open, the first Grand Slam 
tournament of the year. 

Wheaton and Gilbert almost 
came to blows at a changeover in 
the semi-finals of the Grand Slam 
Cup, an incident probably in- 
flamed by the fact that the winner 
of the match was guaranteed SI 
million. " 

They were fined $5,000 each, a 
drop in the ocean compared with 
the king’s ransoms they earned in 
the end-of-season tournament. 

McEnroe Thursday withdrew 
from the open, disappointing the 
fans but relieving the organisers of 
a potential problem. 

But they have given themselves 
another by drawing probably the 
two most bitter enemies in the 
128-man draw to play each other. 

When told by Reuters of the 
draw, Gilbert said by telephone: 
“Me play Wheaton? Wow that's 
interesting, just interesting — 
that’s all I’ve got to say." 

Gilbert eventually won the 
semi-final in five sets before losing 
to fellow American Pete Sampras 
in the final. But Wheaton has a 
good record at the open, reaching 
the quarter-finals last year before 
losing to Edberg. 

Reigning men's champion Ivan 
Lendl, this year only third seed, 
opens his campaign against Tank 
Benhabiles of France, who has got 
past the first round only twice in 
five visits here. 

Sampras, the fourth seed and 
1990 U.S. Open champion, 
reached the last 16 here last year 
but could be given a useful work- 
out in the first round by Sweden's 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAK HIRSCH 

. 1990 TrlBura Madia Serviciffi, kie. 


A magnificent shot 


East-West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
#54 
T J 9 8 7 
>85 

* K O J 8 6 

WEST EAST 

# Q 2 #7 

7Q432 7 K 10 6 5 

: K 9 7 6 3 :A10 2 

4 93 4 A 7 5 4 2 

SOUTH 

* AKJ 10 9863 
7 A 

:• Q J 4 

* 10 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 # Pass 1 NT Dbl 

4 # Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Nine of # 

Once in a while we come across a 
spectacular play by declarer which 
deserves recognition. The following 
deal was played in the 1990 Norwe- 
gian Championship. 

The bidding was short and sweet. 
South showed a reasonably good 
hand with an excellent spade suit, 
and no one bothered to dispute that 

assessment. 

We might have led a diamond 


which, as the cards lie, would have 
handed declarer his contract on a 
planer. West did far better by start- 
ing a club. East captured the king 

with the ace and switched to a 
trump, thus taking the first step to 
preventing a diamond ruff on the 
board, leaving declarer looking at 
three club tricks in dummy with no 
entry to them. 

It might seem that declarer now 
has no way to avoid losing three 
diamond cricks, but Tor Helness 
found an ingenious swindle— he 
played the jack of spades from 
hand! Now this column would really 
have been something had we been 
able to report that West refused to 
win the queen! Unfortunately, that 
was not the case. All would still 
have been well with the defense, 
however, had West chosen to shift 
to a diamond, yielding two tricks in 
that suit together with the club and 
the mimp. 

To his later sorrow. West saw 
nothing wrong with returning an- 
other trump to kill any diamond 
ruff. Suddenly the five of trumps 
was a dummy entry, and declarer 
discarded thnre diamonds on the 
high clubs to make his contract with 
an overtrick. 


Peter Lundgren. 

The women's U.S. open cham- 
pion, Gabriele Sabatini of Argen- 
tina, left the 1990 open in a 


wheelchair after twisting her ankle 
on centre court and is keeping a 
low profile ahead of this year's 
tournament. 


Chavez world title bout in 
London may be cancelled 


LONDON ( AP) — British boxing 
promoter Frank Warren has said 
he may have to cancel a world title 
bout featuring unbeaten Mexican 
Julio Cesar Chavez so he does not 
upset his American counterpart 
Don King. 

Last week, Warren announced 
that Chavez would pat his Interna- 
tiona! Boxing Federation (IBF) 
light-welterweight title on the line 
against Santos Cardona of Puerto 
Rico at the London arena on Feb. 
2 . 

But King announced Thursday 
the Mexican would defend his IBF 
and World Boxing Council 
(WBC) title against American. 
Lonnie Smith in Las Vegas on 
March 18 on the undercard to the' 


Mike Tyson-Razor Ruddock 
heavyweight dash. 

Warren said be would clarify 
the situation with King and would 
not put on the Feb. 2 fight unless 
the problem was resolved within 
the next 48 hours. 

His spokesman said: “We are 
withdrawing from staging the 
promotion until we have clarifica- 
tion on the legal promotional con- 
tract regarding Chavez. 

‘Trank is good friends with Don 
King and does not want to do 
anything to cause a rift. If we get 
the clarification from Don we 
need in the next 48 hoars we will 
, go ahead. Otherwise, the show’s 
i off." ' ' 


American breaks world 

200m swimming record 


PERTH, Australia (AP) — Mike 
.Barrowman paid his debt for his 
Olympic disappointment with a 
world-record per fo rmance to win 
the men's 200-metre breaststroke 
at the World Swimming Cham- 
pionships Friday. 

Bulked up on a fast-food lunch, 
the American cut 30 seconds off 
bis own world mark, leading the 
fastest ever assembled with a time 
of 2 minutes. 11223 seconds. 

It turned out to be the fastest 
overall performance m the event. 
The eighth-place finisher, 17-year- 
old Hiroshi Fujieda of Japan, 
finished in 2:15:28. 

Barrowman finished fourth in 
the 1988 Olympics in a race he had 
been heavily favoured to win. 

*Tve got a debt from Seoul to 
settle with three others, because 
they beat me good,” Barrowman 
said before the competition 
started. “This is the best field in 
the whole championships. My one 
advantage is that these people 
beat me badly when it oounted." 

It counted Friday night, too, 
and this time Barrowman was the 
one to make the others pay up. 

He led from start to finish, 
hitting the first 100 turn in 1:03.19 
— .68 seconds ahead of Norbert 
Rozsa, who earlier in the week set 
the world record in the 100 breast- 
stroke. Rozsaa. from Hungary, 
polled dose over the final half 
□ever had enough to catch Bar- 
rowman. 

Rozsa finished second in 
2:12.08, with former world record- 
holder Nick Gilligham of Britain 
thrid in 2:13.93 and Sergio Lopez 
sixth in 2:14.21. Szabo, Gilligham 
and Lopez beat Barrowman in 
Seoul. 

“I am so happy it is over with,” 
Barrowman said. “I hurt and it 
was all willpower. I told every- 
body when I came in here, T don't 
care if I swim 2:35, as long as I win 
this race, and that's going to be 
bard enough.' So I was happy to 
come in first." 

The new world champion, who 
conned a bus driver into driving 
him to a nearby McDonald's for a 
lunch of “a Big Mac, a quarter- 
pounder, all that kind of stuff,” 
said that his swim had been all 
bad. 

“It was all willpower,” he said. 

The U.S. men’s 400 freestyle 
relay team also won in meet- 
record time. The quartet of Tom : 
Jager, Brent Lang, Doug Gjertsen 
and- Matt Bfondi finished in' 


3:17.15, 2.S2 seconds faster than 
tiie old meet mark set by the 
United States in 1986. 

Joerg Hoffmann got Germany's 
first individual gold medal when 
he won the 400 freestyle in a 
meet-record 3:48.04. Top-ranked 
Artur Wojdat of Poland, the lead- 
ing qualifier, finished third. 

China, which has been dis- 
appointing up until now. finished 
1-2 in the women’s 100 butterfly, a 
very tight race with just .28 
seconds separating the first four 
finish ers. Wian Honing, the. 1986 
Asian Gaines champion, beat 
teammate Wang Xiaohong by .13 
seconds, at 59.68. Crissy Ahmann- 
Leighton of the United States was 
fourth at 59-96. 

Linley Frame gave Australia its 
second swimming gold medal 
when she won the women's 100 
breaststroke in 1:08.81. Elena 
Volkova, who caught frame to win 
the 200 breaststroke, was thrid in 
1:09.66. 

Gao Min of China became the 
first winner of two individual gold 
medals at the championships when 
she took the women’s 3-metre 
springboard diving by less than 15 
points over Irina Lashko of the 
Soviet Union. 

“I'm very excited.” said Gao, 
the 1-metre springboard winner 
who has been bothered by shoul- 
der injuries. ‘Tfs been a very 
difficult championships for me, 
but I was able to get the medals 
because of the help of my doctors 
and coaches." 

Gao has not lost since teammate 
Li Chen beat her in a pre-Olympic 
meet in the summer of 1988. 

China won all three women’s 
diving events, with Fun Mingxia 
taking the platform. 

Janet Evans also was on course 
for her second gold medal. The 
American world record-holder 
and Olympic qualified first for the 
women's 800 freestyle at 8:33.19, 
ahead of Australian rival Julie 
McDonald. The final of the 800, 
the longest women's pool race, is 
set for Saturday. 

Swimming resumed after a rest 
day with the United States ahead 
in the medal standings and in 
strong position to sweep the men's 
and women's team titles for the 
first since 1978. 

The women’s race has been left 
wide-open with the help of sub- 
par performances by the highly 
.touted Chinese team. That trend 
accelerated Jut the" heats. . 


Agassi regrets Grand Slam Cup row, accepts fine 


CLEVELAND, Ohio (R) — 
American tennis star Andre Agas- 
si said Wednesday that he regrets 
the controversy caused by his 
withdrawal from last month's 
Grand Slam Cup and would pay 
the $25,000 fine' imposed by the 
International Tennis Federation 
(ITF). 

“I regret the entire affair and 
accept the penalty that was im- 
posed by the ITF,” Agassi said in 
a statement released by his mana- 
gers International Management 
Group. 

“1 want to emphasise that the 


ITF decision was based solely on 
my initial withdrawal from the 
tournament on Nov. 14,” the 
statement said. 

Agassi in October committed to 
play in the ITF-oiganised season- 
ender with its controversial $6- 
miOion purse only to announce his 
withdrawal in mid-November. 

Two weeks later Agassi again 
reversed his position and said he 
would play the tournament in 
Munich to avoid potential fines, 
penalties and law suits. But two 
days later, Agassi suffered a chest 
injury during reverse singles in the 


Davis Cup final and subsequently 
said he could not play in Munich. 

The ITF Tuesday announced 
that it had imposed a $25,000 fine 
against Agassi for an “unexcused 
breach of his written commitment 
to participate." 

The ITF decided not to suspend 
the world number four from any 
of this year’s Grand Slam tourna- 
ments. 

“My subsequent injury on Dec. 
2, which has been diagnosed by 
three separate doctors as a rib 
cartilage separation, was accepted 
by the ITF as debilitating and was 


completely irrelevant in the deci- 
sion to penalise me for withdraw- 
ing from the Grand Slam Cup, 
Agassi said. 

Agassi’s statement was, in part, 
directed at published reports that 
the American, with the Davis Cup 
title already clinched, had faked 
his injury in order to have a 
legitimate reason to pull ont of the 
Grand Slam Cup. 

“I hope the ITFs ruling will put 
tins matter behind me and I sin- 
cerely apologise to tennis fans who 
have been subjected to this con- 
fusing ordeal,” the statement said. 


Mutfn’Jeff 



Andy Capp 



LET ME KNOW WHEN 
MY TOAST POPS UP... 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JANUARY 

By 77 »™» S *"*»*■■ Canon 

to all km* of obSg*** 00 * 

they expect of you and request* 
four dsey ask- 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This is the moment wfacn ypnr 
own ootim of an enwiwMl nature 

can be improved if you wfflwoffc a 
few new angtei » get *em » ace 

your best qualities. 

SCOSLHO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) The manner fa which you 
do your activities can greatly nn- 

pi*w others if you late time tobe 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
may have every impulsion to 

out of turn bur if you do you win 

hurt the feelings of those doses* to 
you and with whom you want to 
maintain a deep tie. Control that 
errant urge. 

ABIES: (Maids 21 to Aprii V9) 
Your attention can now be wisely 
focused upon a good farad who 
has the know-bow to hdp you with 
some soc ial o r personal matter 
very important- 
TADROS: (April 20 to 
Private docusskms yon have with 
an unpredictable acting offiosi or 
‘executive and intimate talks yon 
have with a confidant bring new 
, good will. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 

are able » use ti* day to com- 
municate with whomever you wish 
to bo allied wttb in the days ahead 
and can get their cooperation easi- 
ly. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Dus is the time far you to 
get together in dose conference 
with a veiy active individual who is 

highly pbced and get his backing- 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Yon 
now find that most everyone is 
willing to go along with some new 
idea with which yon have recently 
become inspired bat you get help 
of a friend. 

VDUGO: (August 22 to September 
22) There are a number of interest- 
ing allies with whom you are able 


them. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) There are qfafa » 
Dumber of sincere persons who tike 
you and who want to show you a 
good time as they prefer so let 
them and don't object. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to* 

January 20) This a the tiiDcforyoQ 

to sure you have everything 
as your family wishes and can use 
this day to build up a new weB- 
being for you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You now can understand 
very well what it means to gain the 
good will of others by going to see 
or phoning or communicating with 
them to show you do care. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You want more income and- 
revenue bat you’d best listen to 
what your family or a dose attach- 
ment has to suggest if you warn the 
best results. 


THE BETTER HALF, 



“There you go again — always 
harping at me about something!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
Is by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letterto each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


BISSA 



□ 


r 7T' : 


■. rme fan «w Bwtwaa. I 

X 

NEGIF 


[XE 



I'm ooing home 
to Mothor! 

/ 


CORLLS 


r 



n 


ROTTAH 


m 

l® 


□ 

JU 


LOVE AT FIRST 
5ISHT SOMETIMES 
BREAKS UP AT 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here 


' k. A. X A LA A i^A A A 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumbte8: STOOP QUAIL PIGEON GOPHER 

I Answer: How to find out what's up— GO SHOPPING 


THE Daily Crossword b,s™. u .r 


K. FHegnsr 


ACROSS 
1 Lenient 
5 Hair line 
9 — on (Incited) 

14 Fashion 

magazine 

15 Glacial ridges 

16 Oil Jar 

17 Long period 
13 Lab burner 

19 Rent 

20 The best 

21 Pounding 
device 

23 Sacred: pref. 

25 Insincere 
Mattery 

26 High-hat 
28 Dreadful 

33 Jeer 

34 Lake 

35 Defense 
acronym 

36 Place for 
aspiring Its. 

37 Contrary to 

40 In the — of 
luxury 

41 War god 

43 — contendere 

44 Opera's 
Beverly 

46 Precedent 
setter 

48 Glib 

49 Bern's river 

50 Sophia 

51 Inept boxer 
56 Mop 

59 “Fra 
Llppo — " 

60 Glass piece 

61 Hawaiian port 

62 Forest of — , 
Eng. 

63 Site of a great 
quake 

64 Palindromic 
name 

65 Forest 

66 Wagon 

67 Question word 

DOWN 

1 It's reserved 
at times 

2 Buttertne 
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po pi pa 


Mitswi tribune Mauls ! 
All Rhghu Rsmkm 


3 Cheap hotels 

4 Stress 

5 S9A e.g. 

6 Houston 
player 

7 Sari wearer 

8 Plttall 

9 Pastry Item 

10 Imp 

11 Agana Is here 

12 Existence 

13 Bambl's Idn 
22 Dilemma 

points 

24 Mias Ketl 

26 Ermine 

27 Shell feature 

28 Selassie 

29 Yea — (choice 
words) 

30 Conform 

31 "What does 
— mean?" 

32 Thicket 

M lcl!>. reSOrt - -«r up 

39 SEeS" WOOd 50 « 

39 Despot eclipse 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 
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42 SASE word 
45 Musical on 
skates 

47 Cruise 

f uarters 

Ur up 


51 Cabbage dish 

52 Novice: var. 

53 Hair style 

54 ‘■Iliad" 

55 Vamp 
Theda 

57 Can. prov. 

58 tilek 
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Gorbachev orders 
food for the state, 
leftovers for market 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev Thursday 
ordered farmers to give priority 
to tbe government when it com- 
es to selling their produce. 

‘‘Republics are to introduce 
state orders or other forms of 
m an d a tory deliveries of form 
output for 1991/* said a pres- 
idential decree, published by the 
official TASS news agency. 

“After mandatory deliveries 
are made, remaining production 
can be sold freely on the con- 
sumer market by collective and 
state forms and other agricultu- 
ral producers,” it said. 

Entitled “on urgen t measures 
to improve food supplies in 
1991,” the decree appeared to 
reinforce the existing role of 
central planners in food distribu- 
tion and deal a blow to free 
market forces in agriculture. 

It follows a decree last week 
allowing the private sector to 
take over land from inefficient 
state and collective farms to help 
boost output. No provision was 
made for private sector to take 
over land from inefficient forces 
in agriculture. 

It follows a decree last week 
allowing the private sector to 
take over land from inefficient 
state and collective forms to help 
boost output. No provisions 
were made for private ownership 
of land, which Is to be 
by referendum 

The latest decree said 
ordeis would affect all formers 
and prices would be set by the 
government 

It was aimed ax avoiding any 
repetition of problems encoun- 
tered last year, when many far- 
mers defied state purchase 
orders, pr efer rin g to sell their 
produce on private markets or 
exchange it for scarce cons umer 


This led to acute shortages of 
food and rationing in many cities 
and pro mp ted the government 
to appeal for foreign aid to get 
through tbe harsh Soviet winter. 

Many Western countries re- 
sponded by sending food parcels 
and offering billions of dollars 
worth of credits. 

Gorbachev said a special hard 
currency committee would de- 
cide before February bow much 
would be spent on food and raw 
materials from abroad in the 
coming year. 

In a possible r e ference to tbe 
introduction of r ati o nin g across 
the Soviet Union, be ordered 
republican and local authorities 
“to provide guaranteed sales to 
each citizen of basic foodstuffs 
through the retail trade net- 
work.” 

Meanwhile, Georgy Arbatov, 
once a key Kremlin figure and 
aide to Gorbachev, said Thun* 
day the Soviet mSfrary-indnstrial 
complex was fighting reform and 
putting tee perestroika process 
in dire danger. 

“Democratisation, humane 
socialism, and tee well-being of 
the people are absolutely incom- 
patible with nnhtarism,” said tbe 
academician, often bitterly 
attacked by rim Soviet military. 

He said representatives of tbe 
military and the arms industry, 
who are strongly represented in 
the parliament mid retain power- 
ful positions in tbe gov e r nm ent 
and Communist Party, had laun- 
ched a frontal attack on reform. 

The government, led by ailing 
prime Minister Nikolai Ryzh- 
kov, who also is closely linked to 
tbe arms industry, had proposed 
assi gning 9R.5 hflikm roubles for 

military purposes, a huge 37.S 
per cent of total expenditure. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


. By Reuters 

TOKYO — Stocks closed higher on hop^s Iraq will mount a new 
diplomatic initiative to end the Golf crisis peacefully. The Nikkei 
index bounced back and forth throughout a busy session to dose up 
193.66 points at 23,241.02. 

SYDNEY — The marke r bou nced back_firom its losing streak, 
ending firmer after a'TfuIfiSfi session* bn 'WalTStreet." The AH 
Ordinaries closed 10.1 p ointa - hig her at l«243rffc 

HONG KONG — Light buying of safe blue chip shares by 
institutions and bankers speculating on an Uth hour Gulf peace 
settlement pushed the Hang Seng index up 22.84 points to 3,068.37. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed generally higher in another 
day of quite trading as confusion over the situation in the Gulf 
continued to dampen activity. The Straits Times industrial index 
rose 9.05 points to 1,175.34. 

BOMBAY — The Bombay Stock Exchange index rallied 25.78 
points to 1,034.3 on buying by state-owned investment trusts but 
brokers said the market undercurrent was suspect. 

FRANKFURT — News that Soviet troops had stormed Lithunia's 
defence headquarters wiped out an early surge. Gulf war fears 
hightened tension. The DAX index ended 1.14 points lower at 
1,382.26, 

ZURICH — Worries about Lithuania and the Gulf dampened 
sentiment. Tbe all-share SPI index fell 3.8 points to 865.1. 

PARIS — The CAC-40 index fell 12.15 points to 1,494.94 on Gulf 
worries. 

LONDON — Share prices closed at the day’s lows, down 2.6 to 
2,106.1. 

NEW YORK — Shares drifted with investors unwilling to carry 
position into a weekend overshadowed by Gulf war fears. At 1719 
GMT tee Dow Jones industrials were down 3.22 to 2,495.54. 


IMF forecasts small, 
shallow U.S. recession 


WASHINGTON (R) — The In- 
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
believes tee recession in the Un- 
ited States will be brief and will 
not hit very deep, IMF Managing 
Director Michel Camdessus said 
Thursday. 

He said tee continued economic 
vitality in Germany and Japan was 
buttressing the global economy 
and helping prevent it from stall- 
ing into recession. 

“It looks as though tee present 
decline in the U.S. will be short 
and relatively shallow,” Camdes- 
sus told reporters at the National 
Press Club in Washington. 

He declined to say what the 
economic impact of a shooting war 
in the Middle East would be, 
explaining teat financial problems 
from such a clash would be small 
when compared with the toll in 


human suffering. 

But he did say he believed tee 
world economy would adjust to oil 
prices if they were to remain at 
around S26 a barrel over a long 
period. This is about 50 per cent 
higher than the level prior to tee 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

Camdessus lauded tee effort of 
the U.S. central bank in attemp- 
ting to allow a relaxation of credit 
to spur economic activity without 
turning its back on inflation. 

“I am impressed also by how 
careful tbe Federal Reserve has 
been in allowing some easing of 
credit to support the economy but 
in a way that seeks to safeguard 
against inflation," he said. 

Camdessus outlined a litany of 
problems and challenges facing 
economic policymakers in the 


period ahead. 

He said tee IMF expected to 
lend $5 billion or more to the 
emerging economies of eastern 
Europe this year, disclosing that 
financial packages are being 
readied for Romania and Bulgar- 
ia. 

In addition, he said it was his 
understanding that Albania would 
soon seek to join its eastern Euro- 
pean neighbours in the IMF. 

He said tee IMF backed a U.S. 
plan teat would give the Soviet 
Union a special relationship with 
tbe agency, allowing it to provide 
technical assistance but not funds. 

He also said tee Latin American 
debt crisis, while still a serious 
problem, had become manageable 
and was no longer a threat to the 
global economy. 


Italian trade 
gap remains 
about $15b 

ROME (R) — Italy’s 1990 trade 
deficit will be around 17 million 
lire ($15 billion), exceeding the 
government’s target by about 20 
per cent largely becuase of dear- 
er imported oil, the foreign trade 
ministry said Tuesday. 

Itts forecast for the final 1990 
figure would be little changed 
from 1989’s 16.9 trillion lire ($15 
billion) but compares with a 
14.25 trillion ($12.4 billion) de- 
ficit, the government predicted 
earlier last year. 

Italy, which depends on oil 
imports for 50 per cent of its 
energy requirements, paid an 
average $35 a barrel for oil in 
November, 90 per cent more 
than in tee same month of 1989. 

The price paid in November 
compared with an average $21 a 
barrel before Aug. 2. 
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AMMAN 
CHANGE RATES! 


Thursday, January 10, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
DcimdicRiark 

Swiss franc 

Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 1 ~ " *” 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira {for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


Buy 

665.0 
1270.5 

437.0 

491 3 
■ *7.4 
116.8 
58.1 
210.3 


Scfl 

669.0 
1278.1 

439.6 

5223 jW 

129.6 
494.2 . 
389.7*' 

117.5 
58.4 

211.6 


Bonn agrees to raise 
revenues and savings 


BONN (Agencies) — Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl and his coali- 
tion partners agreed Thursday to 
cut public spending and increase 
unemployment insurance con- 
tributions in 1991 to help pay for 
German unification. 

Volker Ruehe, general secret- 
ary of Kohl's conservative 
Christian Democrats (CDU). 
said the three coalition parties 
had agreed a 35-billion-mark 
($23 billion) package to help 
curb soaring budget deficits 
caused by unification. 

Intensive negotiations among 
the coalition partners this 
weekend will aim to resolve the 
main sticking-point — a propos- 
al by the Liberal Free Demo- 
crats (FDP) to make former East 
Germany a special low-tax area 
to encourage investment. 

The CDU and their Christian 
Social Union (CSU) sister party 
say lower taxes in the east would 
encourage tax-dodging. 

Ruehe said the financial pack- 
age agreed Thursday consisted 
of 20 billion marks ($13 billion) 
in extra revenue and 15 billion 
($9.8 billion) in savings. 

Unemployment contributions 
would rise " by 2.5 percentage 
points to 6.8 per cent of salary 
from April this year but fall back 
to 6.3 per cent next year. The • 
increase will be divided“equally 1 
between 'workers*-' airdt'emfif 
ployerg. 

To help offset the rise, pen- 
sion contributions will be cut by 


one percentage point. 

Ruehe said the net effect 
would be to reduce the average 
monthly wage of 3,500 marks 
($2,300) bv around 20 marks 
($13). 

“You cannot say these are big 
sacrifices for unity," he added. 

Party leaders agreed Tuesday 
to freeze the defence budget at 
52.6 billion marks ($34 billion) 
in 1991. the same level as in 
West Germany before unifica- 
tion, representing a cut in real 
terms of 7.6 billion marks ($4.9 
billion). 

They also agreed that the 
amount paid into state coffers by 
the telecommunications author- 
ity should be increased by two 
billion marks ($1.3 billion) per 
year, making a rise in telephone 
charges virtually inevitable. 

Meanwhile. Germany's fore- 
ign trade surplus shrank precipi- 
tously in November, due to a big 
increase in the imports and flat 
exports, the Federal Statistics 
Office reported Thursday. 

In 1989, West Germany led 
the world with a $76 billion trade 
surplus, but if trade in 1991 
follows tee direction of the fi- 
gures reported Thursday, newly 
united Germany might have less 
than. haJf>4j$ J?§9,,sufjglus. . . 

' The; ■meTchandise r, 'trade sur- 
plus in November was 3.3 billion ■> 
marks ($2.2 billion), down from 
8.1 billion marks ($5.6 billion) in 
October. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on tee London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1,9020/30 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1525/35 

Canadian dollar 

1.5350/60 

Deutschemarks 

1.7320/30 

Dutch guilders 

1.2890/2900 

Swiss francs 

31.58/63 

Belgian francs 

5.2100/50 

French francs 

I 1156/1157 

Italian lire 

134.25/35 

Japanese yen 

5.7040/90 

Swedish crowns 

6.0070/0120 

Norwegian crowns 

5.9100/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 391.50/392.00 

U.S. dollare 




Cinema 


Tel: 625155 






Ahmad Zakl — Raghda -- Sahar Rami 
In 

CAPORlA 

(Arabic) 

Show: 330, 630. 8 JO p.m. 


Z! 


Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 


ROBOCOP “2 


Show: 33Q, fe45, 830, Hk30 pB 



Cinema 


Tel: 675571 


V y Cinema Tel: 634144' 

\ / PHILADELPHIA 


HER ALIBI 


Show. 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30, 


Cinema 



Tel: 699238 


WHITE GHOST 


7 


Show: 1230, 3:30, 6:30, &30, 10-30 
Friday A Saaday am show at 1LQP lou 



Ahmad Zakl — Raghda 

THE EMPEROR 


\a»r. 1230, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:4S p. 



Thai rice 
exports fall 

BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand 
exported 3.5 tonnes of rice 
worth 27 billion baht ($1.08 bil- 
lion) in 1990, a steep drop from 
the previous year, an official of 
tee foreign trade department has 
said. 

Thailand had exported 5.4 
million tonnes worth 40 billion 
baht ($1.6 billion) in 1989, the 
official said. 

Thailand's leading customers 
and their purchases in the first 10 
months of 1990 were: Iran, 
223,393 tonnes; Dubai, 210,873 
tonnes; Malaysia, 205,461 ton- 
nes; Hong Kong, 180,101 tonnes 
and Singapore, 169,025 tonnes. 

Thailand was the world’s lead- 
ing rice exporter in 1990, fol- 
lowed by the United States, 
Vietnam, Pakistan, China, and 
Burma, said Lena Pongprueksa, 
an official of the Department of 
Business Economics. 

She said rice was Thailand's 
second biggest foreign exchange 
earner, after garments. 

Lena said rice exports fell in 
1990 becanse important custom- 
ers such as China decreased 
purchases as their own produc- 
tion increased, and Thailand 
faced competition from new ex- 
porter Vietnam, she said. 

Also, ThailancFs rice produc- 
tion in the 1989-1990 growing 
season decreased by 900,000 
tonnes from the previous season, 
she said. 


Analysts see Swiss franc, 
dollar as refuge currencies 
from Gulf war insecurity 


ZURICH (R) — Nervous inves- 
tors would park their funds in 
the Swiss franc as well as tee 
dollar, tbe traditional “safe 
haven” currency, if war broke 
out, analysts said Thursday. 

The prospect of a U.S. econo- 
mic recession that was likely to 
lead to lower U.S. interest rates 
would not drive them away from 
tee dollar, they added. 

“If war breaks out tbe Swiss 
franc will rise against European 
currencies and tee dollar will rise 
against all currencies," In go 
Koeller at Westdeutsche Land- 
esbank in Duesseldorf, Ger- 
many said. 

“A war in the Gulf will make 
tee dollar and the Swiss franc the 
number one and number two 
currencies,” Rolf Ehlers, analyst 
at Credit Suisse in Zurich, said. 

"The dollar has been propped 
□p recently by the insecurity and 
rumours of the Gulf crisis and in 
a war this would continue," a 
dealer at a German bank said. 

Analysts said the mark would 
certainly not be sought as a safe 


haven currency because it was 
seen as most likely to be affected 
by instability in tee Soviet Un- 
ion. 

"Not only is tbe USSR a 
major trading partner for Ger- 
many, but Germany will be in 
the front line in terms of re- 
fugees who could come in waves 
if the situation deteriorates in. 
the Soviet Union," Koeller said. 

Analysts said tee length and 
the scope of a war wuld affect 
tee extent to which investors 
sought security in the dollar. 

The longer it went on, the 
more costly it became for tee 
United States and the more 
damage it wreaked on the U.S. 
economy, the more investors 
might be concerned, analysts 
said. 

They said the Swiss Franc’s 
safe haven status would be 
boosted by the Swiss National 
Bank's current high interest rate 
regime, aimed at bringing down 
Swiss inflation, currently run- 
ning at around six per cent. 

Benchmark three-month 


Eurofranc rates have been be- 
tween 8 l /i and nine per cent 
since mid-December. 

The Swiss franc rose on sub- 
stantial capital flows into Swiss 
banks following the invasion of 
Kuwait, analysts said. 

Many of teem have put the 
figure at around $5 to $10 bil- 
lion, although some say it could 
be even higher. 

Hie franc, which opened at 
1.3603/13 francs to the dollar on 
Joly 31. the last trading day 
before the invasion, has since 
teen mostly traded about eight 
centimes firmer. 

The analysts all said gold 
would not take its traditional 
role as the ultimate safe haven in 
times of instability. 

Gold, which stood at $375.25 
per ounce on Aug. 1, before tee 
Iraqi invasion, did not rise sub- 
stantially after the failure of 
Wednesday's U.S. -Iraq talks, 
despite the widespread percep- 
tion that the outcome made war 
more likely. 

On Thursday the price stood 
at $390.25 per ounce. 


Fears focus on Gulf war 
threat to Saudi oil flow 


LONDON (R) — Protection of 
Saudi Arabian oil installations is 
paramount in oil market think- 
ing as the Gulf crisis heads to- 
wards a Jan. 15 U.N. deadline 
for Iraq to quit Kuwait, industry 
sources have said. 

The concensus of sources 
opinion is teat prices would rise 
sharply on war breaking out to 
perhaps $65 a barrel from cur- 
rent levels of around $26 to $27. 
But if supplies to world markets 
were steady, prices would prob- 
ably retreat. 

Kuwait’s Oil Minister Rashid 
Salem AJ Ameeri has said a 
shooting war in the Gulf would 
drive oil prices higher, but not to 
levels some pessimistic analysts 
have predicted. 

“1 think prices will increase, 
but not to these imaginary levels 
of -'$100 or $80," Ameeri .told 
reporters. . ... 

Once such a war was over, oil 
prices would probably drop, but 
then steady, he added. He fore- 
cast prices could stabilise at 
around $18 or $20 per barrel. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's big- 
gest oil exporter, now is produc- 
ing 8.28 million BD. 230.000 
above its November output and 
nearly three million above pre- 
crisis level last July, according to a 
Reuter survey. It share of Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) output has 
increased from around 23 per 
cent in July to around 35 per 
cent in December. 

AH major oilfields in Saudi 
Arabia are within reach of Iraq's 
Scud missiles. The Ghawar field 
— the world's biggest — is bare- 
ly 300 kilometres from Kuwait.' 

Most at risk are Saudi Ara- 
bia’s offshore fields within artil- 
lery range of Iraqi defences 


along the Kuwait-Saudi border. 

“If hostilities break out, to 
keep a lid on prices the Iraqi air 
force would have to be wiped 
out quickly, otherwise they 
could attack oil installation," a 
trading company analyst said. 

“After that it would be a 
matter of hoping missiles didn't 
make it through. If it turns out ot 
be a land war teen the risk to oil 
installations will fall and oil 
prices should clam down." 

Saudi sources said last week 
that the kingdom has boosted 
security around its oilfields. 

Although concern about pro- 
tecting Saudi oil supplies is wide- 
spread, an executive with a ma- 
jor U.S. oil company said: 
“Looking at what may happen to 
Saudi installations in case of war 
is looking too - many stages 
ahead.- We- have no ddubj 4hat 
Saudi Arabia would lie" thor- 
oughly defended." r 

But he added: “Anything 
more we try to do to protect our 
own interests in the region is like 
rearranging the deck-chairs on 
the Titanic.” 

Oil industry newletter Pet- 


roleum Intelligence Weekly said 
this week that, should war 
threaten, it was likely that Saudi 
Arabia’s 1.5 million barrels per 
day (BD) offshore Safinayah 
and nearby fields would be shut 
down. But it added operators 
Saudi Aramco planned to keep 
the fields going as long as safety 
permitted. 

Mines are another incalcul- 
able risk to offshore oil produc- 
tion and to shipping in the re- 
gion. A drifting mine hit a pro- 
ducing will in the Safinayah field 
two weeks age but the damage 
was repaired quickly and there 
was no pollution, industry 
sources in Saudi Arabia said.’ 

The fears of shortage of oil 
pushed prices to more than $40 a 
barrel in October have now 
ahated as the four million barrels 
per day of Iraqi and Kuwait - 
production now lost to the mar- 
kets have been made up other 
OPEC members. 

If there is no Gulf war, prices 
are expected to fall below $20 a 
barrel, said Nick Clayton, 
analyst with London stockbrok- 
ers Smith New Court. 


World steel output falls 


GENEVA (R) — World crude 
steel production fell by 1.8 per 
cent to 769.4 million tonnes in 
1990, mainly due to reduced out- 
put and industry problems in the 
Soviet Union and East Europe, a 
United Nations body said Thurs- 
day. 

The Soviet Union remained the 
top world producer with 155. S 
million tonnes, but this was 4.3 
million tonnes less than in 1989. 
the U.N. Economic Commission 
for Europe (ECE) said in its first 
detailed review of tee 1990 steel 


market. 

The combined output of Bulgar- 
ia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Po- 
land, Romania and East Germany 
(prior to reunification with West 
Germany) totalled 50.3 million 
tonnes, a drop of 14.7 per cent 
from 1989. 

The production slump “results 
from the acute organisational cri- 
sis affecting the steel industry in 
these countries." it said. 

Output of the 12-nation Euro- 
pean Community fell by 2.1 per 
cent to 137.3 million ronnes. 




AVAILABLE 
IN 2 SIZES 


FROM: FINE 

ADULT BRIEFS (Diapers) 


Medium (Fits 75-110 ems waist) 
Large (Fits 110-145 ems waist) 


Available now in pharmacies and in the market. 

Also available in the following FINE showrooms: 

FINE SHOWROOM, Jabal Al-Husseln, opposite the British Bank of the 
Middle East, tel.: 667813 

FINE BUILDING SHOWROOM, opposite Philedelphia Hotel, tel.: 652688 
AGENTS & DISTRIBUTORS: Fine Hygienic Paper Co. Ltd. 

Tel.: Sales Dept. 722251 Fax.: 645669 




FOR RENT 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Newly-built first floor flat, consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 bath- 
rooms. reception and large living-room, separate central heat- 
ing, separate entrance and garage, deluxe finishing, well- 
sighted in Um Summaq in west Amman, behind Nepton 


Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, living room and dining 
room. 

Supermarket. 


Location: Abdullah Ghosheh Street, Near Pizza Hut 

Please call tel: 813768 


Please call 819890 Amman 





MISSING 

Khamlian Intaraphiu, Thai girl, left her employer's residence on 


Haya Cultural Centre Announces 

Dec. 15, 1990 and has since not returned, 


the' 

If you see this person or have 


beginning of ballet and jazz classes 

any information of her 


for the winter term 1991. 

whereabouts, please contact - 


Classes will commence on 

telephone 682531. 


Mon., Jan. 14, 1991. 

Anybody aiding or abetting this 

person will be subject to penalty * ■ •• 

by law. 


For further Information please contact Haya 
Cultural Centre at 665195 
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Soviet paratroops storm key 
Lithuanian buildings in Vilnius 


VILNIUS (R) — Soviet para- 
troops stormed key buildings in 
the Lithuanian capital Vilnius 
Friday following a stern warning 
by President Mikhail Gorbachev 
that the separatist republic had 
to submit to Moscow's authority. 

Soviet paratroops occupied 
the headquarters of the Lithua- 
nian State Defence Department 
and the republic's main press 
plant. 

A Lithuanian parliamentary 
spokesman said paratroops in 
armoured vehicles arrived at the 
Defence Headquarters and fired 
at it. blowing out windows be- 
fore entering the building. 

Local radio said troops fired 
tear gas to evict staff but there* 
were no reports of casulaties. 

Lithuanian radio announced 
that a column of tanks was 
advancing on the city's television 
tower. It called for all the repub- 
lic's citizens to Vilnius to help. 

“Attention, attention, we 
have just received information 
that a military column is moving 
in the direction of the television 
tower," an announcer sternly 
said. 

Thousands of people joined 
ranks shoulder-to-shoulder 
around the tower and sang pat- 
riotic songs. One man defiantly 
waved a yellow, green and 
orange Lithuanian tricolour 
from a rooftop. Huge louds- 
peakers blared out news bulle- 
tins. 


Air raid -warning sirens wailed 
throughout the city for the first 
rime since World War II. 

Lithuania's ELTA news agen- 
cy said at least six people had 
been injured in the fracas, some 
with gunshot wounds. One jour- 
nalist said she had seen a man 
injured when a tank in a column 
moving through the city centre 
collided with a truck. 

Outside the occupied press 
plant, young Lithuanians sur- 
rounded a Soviet tank, scream- 
ing at a young crew member in a 
scene reminiscent of the 1963 
Soviet-led invasion of Czechos- 
lovakia. 


“Why are you here? Why are 
you here? What are you 
doing?," they shouted. 

The serviceman, dressed in 
green fatigues and a leather hat, 
remained at his post, impassive. 

Vilnius residents abandoned 
their cars on major streets to 
impede the progress of tanks and 
Lithuanian television showed a 
crowd massing outside the re- 
public's parliament building. 

Journalists said the atmos- 
phere was most tense outside the 
Defence Department and sol- 
diers had fired shots into the air 
to control crowds. 

Television showed an angry 
officer outside the press building 
haranguing reporters and photo- 
graphers. 

“Go home, you have nothing 


to do here." he shouted. 

The army intervened one day 
after Gorbachev sent a stem 
warning to the Lithuanian par- 
liament, saying the parliament's 
separatist leadership had to 
abide by the Soviet constitution 
or face dire consequences. 

Paratroops and armour were 
deployed, nominally to enforce 
the Soviet military draft. 

Lithuania. like its sister Baltic 
republics Estonia and Latvia, 
last year declared its intention to 
restore its pre-war independ- 
ence. 

It agreed to hold talks with 
Kremlin leaders after a two- 
month Moscow-imposed econo- 
mic embargo but negotiations 
have yet to get under way. 

In Luxembourg. The Euro- 
pean Community called on Mos- 
cow Friday to refrain from 
aggression in the breakaway Bal- 
tic republics. 

“The Communtiy and its 
member states are deeply con- 
cerned by the situation in the 
Baltic republics,” the Commun-' 
tty said in a statement issued 
Friday after Soviet troops 
stormed key buildings in Vilnius. 

“They expect that the Soviet 
authorities, in conformity with 
their commitments under the 
Helsinki Final Act and the Char- 
ter of Paris will refrain from any 
act of intimidation," it added. 

A Luxembourg government 


spokesman described the state- 
ment. agreed by EC political 
directors Thursday, as a nrild 
warning. 

Denmark in particular had 
been pressing its partners to 
send a warning message to Mos- 
cow. 

In London, Moscow’s top 
diplomat was called into the 
Foreign Office Friday to hear a 
strong protest over the use of 
Soviet paratroops in Lithuania. 

Soveit Charge d'Affaires Vla- 
dimir Ivanov was told Soviet 
troops should be removed from 
the streets of the Baltic repub- 
lic’s capital, Vilnius, and peace- 
ful negotiations on Lithuania's 
democratic future should re- 
sume. 

The Foreign Office said: “Our 
concern has been heightened by 
the news in the past few hours of 
increased pressure on the 
elected Lithuanian authorities 
and of reported action by Soviet 
troops in Vilnius." 

NATO also expressed concern 
on Friday about the use of force 
in the Baltic states. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said the British government 
could see no justification for the 
present action against Lithuania. 

He said the repression of 
democracy in the Baltic states 
ran contrary to Soviet obliga- 
tions under European Human 
Rights Accords agreed in Paris 
last December. 


Ceasefire collapses in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — Security 
forces backed by helicopters re- 
sumed military action against 
Tamil rebels in northern Sri 
Lanka Friday after a 10-dav 
ceasefire collapsed, military 
sources and residents said. 

Soldiers moved out from an 
army camp in northern Vavu- 
niya district at dawn and des- 
troyed rebel bunkers while heli- 
copters strafed guerrilla posi- 
tions. 

Three soldiers were wounded, 
the military sources said. Rebel 
casualties were not known. 


tilities last week after the Tigers 
declared an indefinite, unilateral 
ceasefire from Jan. 1. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Ranjan Wijeratne said the gov- 
ernment had decided not to ex- 
tend the suspension after con- 
sulting opposition parties and 
monitoring the ceasefire. 


The sources said it was the 
first reported clash since the 
government decided to . resume 
offensive military operations 
against the Lib eratio n Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) guerrillas. 


“On this assessment, the gov- 
e mme nt is convinced that the 
LTTE's ceasefire has not been 
dictated by a genuine desire for 
peace, but is a ruse to gain time 
to recoup their forces which are 
in absolute disarray." he told a 
news conference Friday. 

Each side has accused the 
other of serious violations of the 
ceasefire during the 10-day 
truce! 


A seven-day suspension of op- 
rations by the security forces 
apsed at midnight Thursday. 
[Tie government suspended hos- 


The rebels charged the army 
with 39 violations in the first 
seven days. They said soldiers 
had fired at Tiger positions, 
abducted Tamil civilians and 


raped women. 

The Defence Ministry secret- 
ary. General Cyril Ranatunga, 
said there were 34 incidents of 
rebel violations. The Tigers used 
the ceasefire to build new 
bunkers and dig trenches near 
army camps and a naval base in 
the northeast, he said. 

The government, while re- 
suming military operations, cal- 
led on the Tiger leader, Velupii- 
lai Prabhakaran, to resume 
peace talks. 

“Such talks should . be pre- 
ceded by a declaration against 
the possession and use of arms 
by any group or persons other 
than those authorised by law." 
the government said in a state- 
ment. 

It said all political parties 
would be invited to participate in 
the talks. If the Tigers agreed to 
talks on these terms the security 
forces would suspend offensive 
operations, the statement said. 


Havel’s Civic Forum 


faces possible split 


PRAGUE (AP) — Civic Forum, 
the movement that spearheaded 
Czechoslovakia's peaceful re- 
volution. threatens to split this 
weekend in a struggle between 
liberals- and conservatives. 

The main issue at the orga- 
nisation’s meeting this weekend 
is whether it should bcome a 
party. 

Founded by President Vaclav 
Havel and other then-dissidents 
who are now national leaders. 
Civic Forum overturned Com- 
munist rule in late 1989 and its 
members won resounding victor- 
ies in last June's' free elections. 

But splits in the broad-based 
alliance have become increasing- 
ly obvious since Finance Minis- 
ter Vaclav Klaus defeated a 
Havel ally to become head of 
Civic Forum last October. 

Klaus, a tough-talking free 
marketeer, is the driving force 
behind efforts to give Civic 
Forum a formal structure and 
policy bent similar to conserva- 
tive parties in Western Europe. 

Other government officials, 
including Foreign Minister Jiri 
Dienstbier and Vice Premier 
Pavel Rychetsky. argue that 
Civic Forum should remain a 
broad, popular movement, 
although they admit it has 
proved less effective of late. 

"The political differences be- 
tween us are infinitely deep and 
it would be false to hide our 
heads in the sand.” Klaus told a 
Jan. 5 meeting of the influential 
Prague branch of Civic Forum. 

The dispute is seen as a clash 
of philosophies and potential 
jockeying for position ahead of 
parliamentary and presidential 
elections in 1992. 

Klaus stands for capitalist re- 
forms that may cause social un- 
rest. while Havel and his allies 
symbolise an intellectual 
approach alien to can-do spirits 
some say are needed to trans- 
form Czechoslovak business. 

Klaus, a bespectacled 49-year- 
old, spares no criticism for those 
who seek a so-called “third way” 
in politics or economics, accus- 
ing intellectuals symbolised by 
Havel of unfocused thinking and 
over-reliance on the power of 
the state. 

“Klaus simply does not like 
the idea of a civic initiative." 
said Stanislav Penc. a long-time 


activist and member of Civic 
Forum’s Coordinating Council. 

“It all boils down to the very 
basics of a power struggle.” 
another activist said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

Together with its Slovak coun- 
terpart. Public Against Vio- 
lence. Civic Forum has 170 seats 
in the 300-member bicameral 
parliament, making it by far the 
strongest national political force. 

Klaus has repeatedly stated 
that Civic Forum a broad move- 
ment has lost the importance it 
had when formed under Com- 
munist rule and is ill-equipped to 
lead as the country absorbs dras- 
tic economic reforms he has 
drafted over the past year. 

Imminent privatisation is like- 
ly to bring substantial inflation 
and unemployment. 

Liberal activists argue that a 
“human dimension” is needed in 
hard times and warn the country 
would be left withoput a vital 
guiding force if Civil Forum falls 
apart. 


Death toll 
in Greek 
student 
riots rises 
to four 


“Any attempt to narrow the 
Civic Forum could be very 
dangerous." Dienstbier warned 
in a televised debate Tuesday. 

An unsuccessful transforma- 
tion of Civic Forum into a poli- 
tical party could cast doubts over 
its legitimacy as the major player 
in Czechoslovak politics. That 
could further complicate the task 
of getting legal reforms and a 
new constitution through a par- 
liament already bogged down in 
dozens of draft laws. 

Klaus supporters, who formed 
a right-wing parliamentary 
group, see no danger of destabi- 
lisation. 


Civic Forum deputies do not 
intend to break ranks in par- 
liamentary voting. Daniel 
Kroupa, leader of Civic Forum's 
right-wing parliamentary fac- 
tion. said this week. - 

"As far as I know, the atmos- 
phere in the Civic Forum is 
clearly favouring... transition to 
a political party.” he added. 

In December, regional mana- 
gers voted 117 to 20 for Klaus’ 
policy of forming a party with 
individual membership.' Last 
weekend, he got the backing of 
Civic Forum regional congresses 
in Prague and Brano. the two 
largest Czech cities. 


ATHENES (R) — Firefighters 
searching a burnt-out department 
store in Athens found three more 
bodies, police said Friday, raising 
to four the number of people 
tailed in riots between students 
and police. 

The store was gutted by fire in 
dashes which erupted Thursday 
after a march by some 60.000 
students, teachers and workers to 
protest against the death of a 
teacher during demonstrations 
Wednesday. 

Police, who earlier recovered 
the body of a man in the store, 
said firefighters weie searching 
the site for more. 

They said protesters hurling 
petrol bombs started the blaze, 
but several eyewitnesses blamed 
police tear-gas canisters. 

Riot police fired thousands of 
rounds of teargas during the 
clashes. More than 100 people, 
including 23 policemen, were in- 
jured or taken to hospital with 
breathing problems caused by 
teargas, police said. 

Protesters set fire to two police 
buses, barricaded streets with 
burning cars, smashed shop win- 
dows. threw stones and wielded 
wooden dubs. Police said damage 
was estimated at more than half a 
million dollars. 


Tens of thousands of students 
and teachers also heid marches in 
the northern city of Salonika and 
the western port dty of Patras, 
where the high school teacher was 
killed. 

The protests were the biggest 
the government has faced since 
taking office last April. 

Opposition parties called riot 
police" unprovoked and brutal." 
and former Socialist Prime Minis- 
ter Andreas Papandreou called on 
the conservative government to 
resign. 

The crisis flared Wednesday 
■when Education Minister Vassilis 
Kondoyaiuiopoulos resigned after 
high school teacher Nikos Tem- 
poneras, 38. was killed by un- 
known assailants daring clashes in 
Patras. 


Bush 
weighs 
arms aid 
to allies 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Bush administration is consider- 
ing asking the U.S. Congress to 
approve a billion -dollar plan to 
back commercial arms sales to 
NATO and other military allies, 
U.S. officials have said. 

The plan would be adminis- 
tered by the U.S. Export- Import 
Bank, which has in the past only 
backed non-military foreign 
sales. 


Defence industry officials said 
the plan was widely backed by 
arms-makers. but there was dis- 
agreement over whether the 
bank or the Pentagon should be 
the controlling agency. 

Arms-makers and the Penta- 
gon see the plan as a way to 
retain the country's ability to 
make planes, ships, tanks and 
other weapons at a time of 
shrinking U.S. defence budgets. 


The bank, with a budget now 
of about $10 billion, is banned 
from supporting arms sales to 
developing nations and has on its 
own extended the ban to de- 
veloped nations. 


Bank Vice Chairman Eugene 
Lawson said bank policy now 
would be to back overseas com- 
mercial sales as a way to help 
hard-hit American arms firms as 
arms spending declines. 


“We have made a determina- 
tion that we can help in this 
transition from a cold war eco- 
nomy to a post-cold war eco- 
nomy." he said in a telephone 
interview. 


Lawson added “there is in- 
creased competition abroad." 

He said official export credit 
agencies in Germany. Japan. 
France. Britain and other na- 
tions already provide financial 
backing to help their defence 
companies export. 


Solidarity veteran warns Walesa 

against ‘criminal’ power play 


WARSAW (R) — A top Soli- 
darity veteran warned President 
Lech Walesa Friday against 
building a “criminal” power 
monopoly in Poland as parlia- 
ment debated approving the 
country's new go v e r nm ent. 

Bronislaw Geremek, once 
Walesa’s dose ally in the Soli- 
darity movement that toppled 
c nmmnniciTi j attacked his con- 
troversial plans to form a politic- 
al council outside the framework 
of the constitution. 

“Not so long ago the spokes- 
man of the presidential office 
said there were proposals to take 
over power in the country by a 
presidential or political council, ” 
be said. 

*T think he wasn’t aware that 
such a statement amounts to 
reporti n g a crime, or at least a 
declaration of criminal intent, 1 * 
added Geremek, a leader of the 
Democratic Union Party which 
broke away from Solidarity’s 
main parli a mentary group last 
week. 

Walesa says his council of 
about 200 members would be 
able to make “interventions'’ or 
“request s ’* to the president, par- 
liament and prime minister, giv- 
ing all political forces a say in 
Poland’s reforms. It would not 
have executive powers. 



Lech Walesa 


“I don't want to be a dictator, 
I don't want to grab power, I 
want to create conditions for 
different forces, so we can afl 
push the Polish cart together,” 
the president said tins week. 

Opponents accuse Walesa of 
trying to build a “supergovern- 
ment” to bypass the parliament. 
The dispute has overshadowed 
the opening weeks of his pres- 
idency, which began last month. 

Two- thirds of parliament’s 


lower house, the Sejm, are sJJ 
fonner Co mm u n i s ts and War 
allies, elected in paitiy-free elec- 
tion is 1989. Most poKtrians say 

the Sejm is not representative 

and new elections shold be held 
as soon as posable. 

Walesa watched from his pres- 
idential lodge as parlia m ent be- 
gan what promised to be a 
drawn-out debate on the new 
cabinet of Solidarity economist 
Jan Krzysztof Bieledd, the man 
he as prime minister 

Last month. 

Bieledd, a longtime union 
adviser and former underground 
activist, has named what he calls 
a “government of con tinuatio n 
and breakthrough" to bufld on 
the ac hiev em ents of his Solidar- 
ity predecessor Tadeusz Mazo- 
wiecki. 

The retention as finance 
minister and vice-premier of 
Leszek Balcerowkz, author of 
Poland’s radical economic prog- 
ramme, that the new 

government will stick firmly to 
tiie path of free-market reform. 

Bieledd, 39, has packed the 
cabinet with young radicals like 
twmgrff, many with strong eco- 
nomic backgrounds and most 
with strong Solidarity connec- 
tions. Half of the 20-man cabinet 

is aged 45 or younger. 


Yugoslav state presidents discuss 


future amid fears of armed conflict 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Presidents of Yugoslavia's frac- 
tious states have opened talks on 
the country's future amid fears of 
possible armed conflict. 

The meeting came one day after 
the federal presidency warned that 
the military would enforce an 
order to disarm what it called 
illegal paramilitary groups. 

The leaders focused on finding a 
constitutional formula that would 
keep the six “sovereign” states 
together in some form of union. 

Croatia's President Franjo 
Tudjman, an early speaker, called 
for a six-month transformation of 
Yugoslavia into a looser confed- 
eration of sovereign republics. 
Croatia's Hina News Agency re- 
ported. 

He urged the Yugoslav govern- 
ment to move quickly because 
“today's situation is leading us to a 
catastrophe.” 

The 1974 constitution, which 
grants considerable autonomy to 
the states, is universally blamed 
for Yugoslavia's woes. 

Centre-right parties, which 


ousted Communists in elections 
last year in Slovenia and Croatia, 
want the federation to become a 
loose confederation of indepen- 
dent states. 

Slovenia, where citizens voted 
overwhelmingly for independence 
in a December referendum, has 
threatened to secede if no agree- 
ment is reached. 

However, Serbia, tiie largest 
state and one in which the re- 
named Communists retained pow- 
er in December elections, favours 
keeping control centralised in the 
federal and Serbian capital of Bel- 
grade. 

Serbia's hard-line president. 
Slobodan Milosevic, has said his 
administration will not respect in- 
ternal state borders in a confed- 
eracy and would grab ethnic Serb 
areas in other states. 

The federal presidency's order 
that paramilitary groups lay down 
their arms took effect immediately 
after it was issued Wednesday. 
Those failing to comply within io 
days face criminal charges. 

The eight-man presidency, rep- 


resenting the six republics and 
Serbia's two provinces, nominally 
commands the armed forces. 

It was not clear which groups it 
was threatening. Media reports 
have said Slovenia and Croatia 
have recently reinforced their de- 
fence militias. 

Ethi ; c Serb in Croatia have 
been in near-rebellion against loc- 
al authorities since August. They 
have raided police armouries and 
organised roadblocks, at which 
one policeman was killed and at 
least five people were injured. 

Slovenia and Croatia said they 
did not consider that the federal 
orders for disarming illegal groups 
applied to them. 

“We will resist by all means at 
our disposal any meddling by the 
army in affairs within the legal 
jurisdiction of the (regional) In- 
terior Ministry," said a statement 
by Croatia's Defence Council. 

The presidency's order “might 
be misused to suspend and even 
topple legally elected govern- 
ments in certain Yugoslav repub- 
lics," it warned. 


Albania legalises 3rd opposition party 


VIENNA (AP) — Albania’s third 
non-communist party was legal- 
ised, one month before the Balkan 
nation's first multiparty elections, 
the Albanian News Agency 
(ATA) reported. 

Justice Minister Halili Thursday 
approved the Republican Party’s 
request for legalisation, ATA 
said. The Ecological Party was 
legalised Monday. 

The Repul bican Party was the 
third opposition party to be legal- 
ised in under a month. In Decem- 
ber. the ruling communists re- 
versed decades of policy and de- 
cided to permit alternative parties 
after student protests grew into 
demands for more democracy. 

■pie main opposition party, 
which helped spearhead political 
reforms, continued to bold rallies 
across the country to drum up 
support ahead of Feb. 10 elec- 
tions. 

Democratic Party spokesman 
Gene Polio said that 35,000 people 
chanted ‘'freedom,” "democra- 


cy,” and “we want a democratic 
Albania." at a rally Wednesday in 
Berat. about 65 kilometres south 
of the capital city of Tirana. 

The second edition of the par- 
ty’s newspaper, the first not con- 
trolled by the Communists, car- 
ried the full text of the universal 
declaration of human rights on the 
front page. Polio said. 


It was the first time the docu- 
ment had ever been printed in the 
country of 3.2 million which has 
been under tight Communist Party 
rule since 1911. 

Democratic Renewal, which 
appears twice a week, also carried 
a front-page photograph from one 
of the Democratic Party’s rallies, 
showing young people bolding up 
thier bands in V -for -victory signs. 
Polio said. 


50,000 copies, was again sold out 
early, he said. He said there 
appeared to be distribution prob- 
lems in the provinces and there 
vtexe rumours that copies were 
being bought en masse and des- 
troyed. The reports had not been 
confirmed, he added. 

The Democratic Party seeks 
postponement of the elections to 
allow more time to organise 
against the Communists. In faii^ 
with President Ramiz Alia earlier 
this week, party leaders failed to 
win a delay and later said they 
were considering a boycott. 


There was also an interview 
with the secretary of the Forum 
for Human Rights, Abdi Baleta, 
Polio said. 

The paper, which is printed in 


Polio said the latest issue of 
Democratic Renewal also de- 
scribed ways that police apparent- 
ly hinder party activists in cam- 
paign efforts. 

Alia, who took over as presi- 
dent and party leader in 1985 upon 
the death of Communist Albania’s 
founder Enver Hoxha, has over 
the past month sped up reforms he 
began cautiously last spring. 


Newcomers get 9 Grammy Award nominations 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Newcom- 
ers Mariah Carey and Wilson 
Phillips collected a combined 
nine nominations Thursday, and 
Phfl Collins' socially conscious 
... But Seriously album took 
four nominations for the 33rd 
annual Grammy Awards. 

Carey, who rocketed to the 
top of the charts with her debut 
single Vision Of Love, was 
nominated for Record of the 
Year, Album of the Year, Song 
of tiie Year, Best New Artist and 
Best Female Pop Vocalist. 

Wilson Phillips, the three- 
member female group with pa- 
rents in the Beach Boys and the 
Mamas and the Papas, will com- 
pete with Carey for Best New 
Artist, Song of the Year and 
Album of the Year. The group 
received a no minati on for Best 
Fop' Performance by a Duo or 
Group as weJL 

Coffins, the former Genesis 
drummer turned frontman, was 
nominated for Best Male Pop 
Vocal. Song of the Year and 
Record of the Year for Another 
Day in Paradise, his single about 
fiie plight of file homeless. The 
uiuftip iatinmn ... But Seriously 


was in the running for Album of 
the Year. 

Record-of-tbe-Year nominees 
also included last year’s winner, 
Bette Midler, for From A Dis- 
tance; Sinead O’Connor for No- 
thing Compares 2 U; M.C. 
Hammer for U Can’t Touch 
This; and Carey for Vision Of 
Love. Midler won in 1990 for 
Wind Beneath My Wings. 

Janet Jackson collected two 
nominations: Best Female Rods 
Vocalist for Black Cat and Best 
Female Rhythm and Blues 
Vocalist for Alright. 

Joining Jackson as nominees 
in the Rock Vocalist c a t e go r y 
were Melissa Etheridge, Alan- 
nah Myles, Stevie Nicks and 
Tina Turner. Joining bar in the 
R and B category were Anita 
Baker, Pebbles, Patti La belle 
and Regina Belle. 

Nominees for the Best New 
Artist — dm a w ar d recently 
stripped from tip-synchets Mflb 
Vanlffi — were Wilson Phillips, 
Carey, lisa Stansfield, rockers 
the Black Crowes and the Ken- 
tucky Headhunters. 

Carey and Wflson Phillips also 
picked up nominations for Song 


of the Year, a songwriters* 
award. Prince was also nomin- 
ated in fins category for Nothing 
Compares 2 U, the hit be pen- 
ned for O’Connor. 

WQsou Phillips, comprised of 
file daughters of Beach Boy 
Brian Wilson and the daughter 
of John Michelle Phillips, was 
also no minate d for Album of the 
Year along with Carey. The 
group received a nomination for 
Best Pop Per fo rm ance by a Duo 
or Group as welL 


Michael Bolton, Billy Joel, 
James Ingram, and the late Roy 
Orbison, who was nominated for 
Ob, Pretty Woman from the 

soundtrack of the hit movie star- 
ring Julia Roberts. 


Other nominees for Album of 
the Year included Coffins, Quin- 
cy Jones for Back on the Block, 
and M.C. Hammer for Please 
Hammer, Don’t Hut ’Em. 

Record of the Year nominees 
included Coffins. Carey, Ham- 
mer, Bette Midler for From A 
Distance and O’Connor for No- 
thing Compares 2 U. 


Another song of the *60s was 
nominated. Unchained Melody, 
which was redone by the Right- 
eous Brothers last year, the song 
was ched in the Best Pop Per- 
formance by a Duo or Group. 

Other nominees in fins categ- 
ory were Wilson Phillips, Brace 
Hornsby -and the Range, the 
B-5&, and last year's winners, 
Unda Ronstadt and Aaron 
Neville. 


Veteran rockers Eric Clapton, 
Neil Young and Joe Cocker 
joined chart-toppers Jon Bon 
Jovi and Billy Idol as nominees 
in the Best Male Rock vocalist 
category. 

Best Male Pop Vocalists in- 
duded Collins, Rod Stewart, 


Earlier, rockers Bob Dylan 
and John Lennon joined classic- 
al vocalist Marian Anderson and 
country star Kitty Wells Thurs- 
day a s Grammy winners for their 
extraordinary music careers. 

The National Academy of Re- 
coidisg Aits and Sciences also 
annou nced three winners of hs 
^estigfoits trustees award: Sun 
Records founder Sam Phillips. 
Motown impresario Berry Gor- 
ay and jazz-rock producer Milt 
Gamer. 



-**a 


Attorneys fight ban 

on lawyer-client 
affairs 

SACRACENTO, California;! 
/Ap) — Lawyers and lawmaker* -; 
in California are hung up over..; 
proposed restrictions on sex ber r : 
tween attorneys and clients. The., 
rules governing sexual behavior 
of California’s 128,000 lawyers 
would be the first of their kinder 
the United States, said Joanne 
Pitulla, an American Bar Asso- 
ciation research attorney. But-/ 
when they might take effect 
unclear because of the impasse 
between lawyers, who complain 
font the proposed rules are top. 
tough, and legislators, who sty 
attorneys shouldn’t be romanti- 
cally involved with those they’re 
supposed to protect. The Ca&- 
fornia State Bar missed Che 
legislature's Jan. 1 deadline for 
submitting rules to the State 
Supreme Court for final approv-. 
al. The bar plans to take up the 
issue again on Jan. 26. Democrat 
tic assemblywoman Lucille 
Roybal-Allard sponsored 1989 
legislation that required the bar 
to impose governing lawyer- 
client sex after two women in 
198S accused “palimony” lawyer j 
Marvin Mitchelson of sexuaL, 
assault. Prosecutors derided not-/ 
to bring charges against Mitch-1 
elson, who denied the allega- ; 
dons, but a state crime victims' ■ 
compensation board awarded 
the women 556,000 for medical . 
and psychiatric care. The money 
comes from a state fund. Ms. 
Roybal- Allard said the allega- 
tions prompted many complaints 
against other lawyers. She sup- 
ports a ban on all sexual contact 
between lawyers and clients ex- 
cept sexual ties that existed be- 
fore the attorney-client rela- 
tionship. Ms. Roybal-Allard 
complained that the governing 
board of the bar, which polices 
die profession on behalf of the 
state, has drafted a compromise 
allowing lawyer-client sex as 
long as the relationship doesn’t .. 
impair the attorney's compe- -i 
tence. '' 


1 Mis-trial declared 
after court melee 


ftiffruUE, Oklahoma (AP) — 
A bloody, chair-swinging brawl 
broke out among court witnesses 
and spectators who packed a 
courtroom for a murder trial, 
and lawmen had to be sent in to 
restore order. “I saw one of the 
judges up there dodging chairs 
and then an attorney went 
down,” Deputy Sheriff Jim 
Wakeman said. “It was just 
chaos.” “There were many more 
■injuries than were seen or re- 
ported," Wakeman said, esti- 
mating as many as 12 people 
injured. About 75 people 
filling the hall and courtroom for 
the second-degree murder trial of 
Cory Ladon Colbert and Ken- 
neth Bruner took part in Mon- 
day’s melee, authorities $aid. 
Because of the brawl, a mis-trial 
was declared. Logan County 
court authorities had planned to 
meet Tuesday to decide whether 
to pursue charges. But “obvious- 
ly the question is trying to iden- 
tify certain people doing certain 
things," said Larry Brooks, 
assistant district attorney. A pro- 
secution witness entering the 
courtroom to take the stand 
“said something or tapped some- 
body on the cheek and some- 
body else ran np and spit in his 
face, said Wakeman, one of 
two deputies in the courtroom 
when the fight started. “It ended ' 
op with several people fighting, ben- 
ches knocked down, chairs 
broken,” he said. “Strictly fists 
and chairs. No guns or knives 
emerged.” Presiding district 
Judge Donald Worthington and 
another judge dashed into the 
courtroom during a lull in the 
tight to collect chair parts so they 
couldn’t be used as weapons. 
Nothing like this has ever hap- 
pened in my courtroom defore,” 
said Worthington. The trial in- 
volving the April 21 shooting 
death of Oklahoma City resident 
Leonard Zeigler was marked 
early on by tension between two 
groups that described them- 
selves as neighbourhood gangs, 
Wakeman said. ^ 
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Pig farmer almost 
gets the Christmas 
chop 


" A Roma- 
man peasam has found killing 
“f Christmas dinner pig I 
pushing experience. Using dec- 

* tried “ shock 
P*f? to death instead of giving 

d\L h -!?i y s Jf u 8hter that is tra- 
ttoria! ui Romania. But the 
^o^a^an News Agency Rom- 

taSla?? ^ Pig a 9P®°- 
cuJar leap at the first prod and 

takentl Peasant, who : was 
to hospital. It is not known 
“ P»g survived Christmas. 





